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The Impact of Syntactic Guidance on Deducing the
Meaning for Imam Ibn Al-Faras in his Book
“Provisions of the Holy Qur’an”

Rabea Gomaa Mohammed Al-Ghafir

Assistant professor
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Azhar University
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Abstract:

This research handles the impact of syntactic guidance for Imam
Ibn Al-Faras in his book Provisions of the Holy Qur’an, which is
considered one of the most important books that handled the rulings
of the Holy Qur’an. Apparently, this book was concerned with
constituting interpretive meaning and jurisprudential rulings of
syntactic guidance. This aspect of such an important book has
hardly been studied before. The researcher has divided the research
at hand into two major chapters; each one includes some minor
divisions. The first chapter introduces the book, its author Ibn Al-
Faras and his approach in three divisions. The second chapter
represents an applied study of the topic in seven divisions. Those
divisions include a number of Qur’anic verses in which the meaning
and provisions have been based upon syntactic guidance.

This research has found out that syntactic guidance has a large
part in deducing the meaning, establishing the legal provision and
serving the two Holy origins of Islamic legislation; the Holy Qur’an
and the Sunnah which were quite clear in the approach followed by
Ibn Al-Faras; the encyclopedic scholar who mastered linguistics and
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legal culture. In addition, it has become evident that parsing and
meaning are closely correlated to the extent that neither of them
could exist away from the other. Moreover, linguists are dissociated
from the charge that they are concerned only with the utterance
rather than the meaning.

Keywords: syntax, syntactic guidance, deduction, provisions of
the Holy Qur’an, parsing.
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