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Abstract  

The relationship between the locus of control in children and 

mental disorder was investigated. The researcher assumed that children 

with internal locus of control are more mental health, and suffer from a 

lower level of psychological disturbance in comparison with their 

colleagues believing of external control, and those with belief of 

unknown control. A Scale of perceived locus of control was then applied 

to a sample of (300 children) their chronological ages varies "between" 

(13-14year). (240) of the sample were selected (half of them males and 

half female) to represent internal, external, and unknown locus of control. 

Measurement of mental health was then applied.  

The results showed that the belief of the internal control lees likely 

to suffer psychological disturbances than other groups. The results also 

indicated that there is no difference between males and females scores on 

the mental health scale in favor of the internal group. While this 

difference was present in the other two groups (external and unknown).  

Results were discussed within the frame work of the locus of 

control theory and its relationship to psychological disturbance.  
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