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Abstract:

The study aims to find out the archaeological and cultural context
thatledtothe construction of templesinanarid region like Sikait. It also
aimstoshedlight onthearchitectural description of these templesand
to compare them with some other structures. To achieve these goals,
the study relied on the descriptive and analytical method. Therefore,
the study includes an introduction that outlines the site of Sikait, its
importance and life in it. It also deals with archaeological exploring
of the Sikait site. The research involved the large rock- cut temple
and involved the small rock- cut temple at Sikait, Which includes thier
location, architectural description, inscriptions, archaeological finds,
and the temple gods. The research included an analytical study, which
highlighted why Sikait was settled, even though it was located in an
arid region. The search also dealt with the concept of temples cut into
the rock and the beginning of their appearance, and the construction
methods and dates of both temples. The most important results
of the study is that the extraction of emerald from Sikait has led to
its inhabitation and thus to construction of temples. Sikait temples
combine both Egyptian and Greek architectural styles. Highlighting a
relationship between Hellenistic God Sarapis and Egyptian God Min.
This study recommends that there should be renovations of these
temples, and put Sikait on Egypt’s touristic map.

Key words: Sikait Temples — Eastern desert- Emerald.
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