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General Strike of Workers in Senegal 

(December 1945- February 1946)  

Senegal witnessed a general strike of workers in the aftermath of World 

War II "1939-1945", due to high prices, low wages, and discrimination 

between white and African employees. Therefore the strikers raised placards, 

including their demands such as: "Equal work, equal pay", equality between 

them and the white wages, an increase in the minimum wage...etc. The 

events of this strike erupted on "December 4, 1945-February 17, 1946", 

including all classes of society from relatively high-ranking government 

employees to ordinary workers, grocers in the markets, chefs and 

bakers...etc. Accordingly, the study sheds light on the roots of trade unions 

in French West Africa in general and Senegal in particular, the activity of the 

labor movement in liberating the Senegalese citizen from foreign domination 

and exploitation, and the attitude of the colonial authorities towards the 

activities of Senegalese workers to recover their material and moral rights. 

 In light of this, the study included three points as follows: 

First: Signs of the union movement in Senegal 

Second: The general strike in Senegal and the attitude of the French 

administration towards it 

Third: The results of the general strike in Senegal 

Keywords: trade unions in Africa, the labor movement in West Africa, the 

strike in Senegal, the French colonization of Senegal. 
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