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A New Perspective on Some Problems in the History of Sino-Arab Relations from
the Perspective of the Silk Road

Hamed Elsayed Khalil Mohamed
Chinese Department
Languages And Translation College,
Azher University, Egypt
Email: hamedmohamed.1021@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This small paper deals with some difficult problems in the early stages of the history of
medieval Chinese-Arab relations. Mainly limited to three problems; the first is whether
the Islamic prophet Muhammad (PBUH) sent envoys to China. The 2nd is the
authenticity of the well-known statement in Arab history and the hadith that is generally
popular among Chinese Muslims and academic circles: "Seek knowledge even if you
have to go as far as China™? The 3rd is, when was Islam introduced to China? It can be
said that these and other related topics till now have not reached a convincing answer in
the history of Sino-Arab relations since ancient times, especially the problem of the
introduction of Islam into China. The main reason for picking these three questions is that
Chinese scholars and even Arab scholars have been searching for answers from a
historical perspective. Of course, this approach is logical. However, at least as far as |
know, previous scholars did not enough cite Arabic historical documents and linguistics
to explore the answer. In addition, this small paper also provides novel ideas for senior
scholars, that is, to explore the answer to this topic by combining bilaterally related
historical documents and linguistics. For this reason, the author first discusses these three
topics in the traditional way and then uses the logical development of historical events
and the meaning embedded in the language to solve and provide fresh viewpoints and
conclusions.

Keywords: Hadith science, Sino-Arab Relations, Silk Road, Islam in China
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summary

This short paper discussed the three above-mentioned problems that the previous
scholars ignored in the early days of the Arab Empire. The Prophet Muhammad placed
special emphasis on establishing good international relations when building the early
Arab empire. He sent some companions (Sahaba) to ancient neighboring countries such
as Abyssinia. In the process of research, | discussed the big question of whether the
Prophet sent envoys to China. Because this issue is connected with the "Islam entry into
China" and is closely related to when China and Arabia will establish relations, so it is
necessary to discuss it in detail. Scholars inside and outside of China still have no definite
statement. The author believes that this problem should be based on the meaning of the
phrase "Islam entered into China" to determine when Islam was introduced to China, and
to solve the problem of China-Arab exchanges of envoys one after another. The meaning
of "Islam entered into China" can refer to six meanings, 1- The first Muslim stepped into
China, which probably happened before the Prophet's lifetime, probably around 618 or
628. The former, that is, the year 618, is a new hypothesis of scholars in this regard, and
as far as is known, no other scholars have put forward it. The new breakthrough is the
author's suggestion that Wagas is not the well-known Sa'ad (u=ts o (» 2+), but may be
the brother of Amir bin Abby Wagas (b=l I ¢» »le). Because according to Arabic
historical records, Sa'ad did not leave the Arabian Peninsula at all, and the latter went to
Abyssinia, maybe before going to Abyssinia, he went to China? It is an uncertain matter.
But this might still exist. 2- The second hypothesis refers to the first exchange of envoys
between China and Arab states. According to historical records, it should be in the second
year of Yonghui (k{8 —4F), AD 651. Other assumptions are worth noting. 3- The first
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Chinese national to believe in Islam. It doesn't matter whether the Chinese is a local, or a
Chinese-Arab child born through intermarriage. 4- The meaning of the third Islam is
generally expanded in China.

The problem related to the above mentioned is that it has been widely popular by
many Arab and foreign scholars, especially Chinese scholars and ordinary people of
China's Muslim minority. After citing the Arab Islamic Hadith, a conclusion was drawn,
that is, this statement is not said by the Islamic scholars, but a fabricated statement. At the
same time, although this statement is not a hadith, it is of great significance in the history
of Chinese-Arab relations and the cultural relationship between them.
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