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Abstract

Making use of the databases of the peer-reviewed scientific literature
available on the web, this review analyses the content of the recent research
trends in the urban greening literature, published over a period of some ten
years (January 2012 - May 2022). As a recently published study does not
necessarily adhere to recent trends, the search results in the databases were
further filtered so as to assure that only the articles that follow the recent
concepts and/or use modern tools or models are included in the study
database, while discarding the articles that fail to meet any of these two
criteria.

The approach adopted is the systematic quantitative literature review,
with a limited use of the scoping reviews approach.

The results show that this field of research is very dynamic, and that
environmental geography has evolved into a third branch of geography, the
so-called integrative geography, along with physical and human branches.
Still, there are many research gaps that need to be filled, notable of which are
mapping ecosystem services, and mapping the resilience of green spaces to
environmental changes.

Keywords: ecosystem services, green infrastructure, urban ecosystem, urban
greening, urban heat island.
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