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Abstract:

The Virtual Community and its Role in Social Capital
Formation among a Sample of women with Fibromyalgia

"A Field Study in Social Anthropology"

This study aimed to clarify the effect of virtuaamunities on
the formation of social capital among a sample om&n with
fibromyalgia, and to identify the nature of theacgl capital. As
well as monitoring the psychological and social dfga that
accrued to the participants as a result of joinihgse virtual
communities of fiboromyalgia.

To achieve these goals, we conducted a focus gimapssion
with a sample of (25) women who participated irtual societies
for fiboromyalgia, in order to obtain data. The résuwere
interpreted according to the social capital theory.

The study reached several results; (1) Fibromyalgia virtual
communities have contributed to the formation afialocapital,
by achieving different indicators and dimensionsadéial capital.
(2) The purposeful content of the virtual commuestcontributed
to attracting many patients to receive social asgcpological
support and to obtain information related to theedse and how
to deal with it.(3) The virtual communities conuited to the
formation of the bridging social capital of the fpapants. (4) The
psychological and social benefits resulting frommbership in
virtual communities consisted in forming new soc&htionships
with individuals who have the same suffering, indiéidn to
acquiring new information about the disease and toogeal with
it, and obtaining psychological support that cdnited to
reducing depression, loneliness and social isalatio

Keywords: fibromyalgia, virtual community, social capitabcal
network, social support)
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