ToTY alel Jypgl MMl VI slyall, g ysioa $lazaly . agla B agI2 dlpa

Proximization of Threat in the Construction of GERD: A
Critical Discourse Study

YERY:} w&»bé :j:,g\ gﬁ’g\ dagdl dw ol g})h.;-\ (i
“f£ GERD HUME PR B IGITIL « — LA MR IEFSE,

Prof. Miranda Mohamed Khamis El-Zouka
Professor of Linguistics, English Department, Faculty of Arts
Damanhour University

V~VY/\ ~/\~:&_\A.ﬂ:' \eM\@JU
EAL/ARYAR BRI PP E

Abstract

In Critical discourse studies, the relation between linguistics and other
branches of knowledge is manifested. Cap (2006) first proposed
Proximization Theory and developed it later. It is one theory which is
used in critical discourse studies. This theory presents a certain action,
event, person or thing as negatively affecting the addressee(s). The
analytic approach of this theory includes the analysis of spatial,
temporal and axiological aspects. The current study analyses some of
the official statements and speeches of Egyptian Foreign Minister,
Sameh Shokry, concerning the threats of GERD on the two
downstream countries, Egypt and Sudan. The study reveals many
results, among which is that spatial proximization is the most
commonly used strategy followed by axiological proximization and
then temporal proximization.

Key words: Proximization Theory — GERD - spatial proximization -
temporal proximization - axiological proximization
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Introduction
Critical Discourse Studies (CDS) is one of the developing areas of studies

in Discourse Analysis. In these kinds of studies, the interaction between
linguistics and various social sciences is very obvious. CDS include a large
number of interdisciplinary and numerous methodologies, one of which is
Proximization Theory (PT) (Cap, 2014:16). Proximization is a strategy through
which the speaker presents a certain event as negatively and directly affecting
the addressee(s). The present study analyses some of the speeches and
statements of the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Sameh Shokry, concerning the
threats of the construction of the Great Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD) on
both Egypt and Sudan. The analysis will be done using PT, and a frequency
count will be provided concerning the three kinds of proximization strategies:
spatial, temporal and axiological.

Aims, Methodology and Data of the Study
Proximization Theory and its spatial, temporal and axiological (STA)

model is a methodology used in CDS (Cap 2006, 2008, 2010, 2013). It is a
cognitive pragmatic approach that takes into consideration “strategic regularity
underlying forced construals in political/ public discourse” (Cap, 2014:16). It
can be considered that PT is a link between CDS and cognitive pragmatics.

PT is a new theory in Discourse Analysis. The two verbal forms
“proximize” and “proximizing” were first used by Chilton (2004), while the
nominal form “proximization” was first introduced by Cap (2006), who has also
developed it into a theory of cognitive pragmatic construals in discourse.

The present study aims at analysing some of the official statements and
speeches of the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Sameh Shokry, regarding the threats
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Imposed by the construction of (GERD) on the two downstream countries,
Egypt and Sudan, in various aspects of life. The analysis will be done using
PTas it best analyses the various devastating effects of GERD because of its -
PT- analytic model that includes spatial, temporal and axiological aspects.
Thus, all aspects of threats will be clearly analysed. The study will also offer a
frequency count of the three analytic models or strategies of PT: spatial,
temporal and axiological.

The analysed data includes some of the official statements and speeches
issued by the Egyptian Foreign Minister, Sameh Shokry, regarding the threats
of GERD on Egypt and Sudan in various national and international arenas, for
example, the United Nations Security Council, the Arab League and the
Egyptian Council of Representatives. The data has been obtained from the
official Facebook page of the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the
websites of Al-Ahram Gate and EI-Watan News.

The analysed statements and speeches are all issued in Arabic. In the
Arabic extracts under investigation, the analysed words and phrases are
underlined for ease of reference. Also, an English translation is provided by the
researcher to provide more clarification.

Theoretical Background

PT is a recent cognitive-pragmatic approach that accounts for “Strategic
regularities underlying forced construals in political/public discourse” (Cap,
2014: 189). It is a model that clarifies the opposition between US and THEM. It
focuses on the way outsiders (THEM) are dangerous and threaten the insiders
(US), who are the center of the discourse space (Cap, 2017: 2).Thus, this theory
manifests the relation between entities and individuals within a given Discourse
Space (Chilton, 2005;Gavins 2007).

In political discourse, the speaker carries out proximization by
establishing a discourse stage where remote events are portrayed and
represented as having a negative and a direct effect on the speaker and the
addressees (Cap, 2020: 393).This strategy is adopted by a given speaker to
legitimize the actions and policies taken by him and his government or
organization to stop the increasing threat of the negative foreign or outside
entities (Cap, 2014: 7, 2015: 314;Chilton 2006; 2008;2010, 2011).

Proximization is a forced construal operation presupposing ‘US/GOOD’
versus THEM/BAD arrangement of the Discourse Space (Cap, 2018:385).
Proximization Theory aims at indicating closeness of an external threat or
danger to legitimize preventive measures, actions and policies. The threat is
imposed by DS peripheral entities, i.e. outside-deictic centre (ODCs), who are
portrayed as crossing the space to threaten or invade those who are within a
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given DS, i.e. inside-deictic centre (IDCs), which includes a given speaker and
his addressees(Cap, 2014: 17).

In this theory, the threat is manifested through three aspects or strategies
of proximization: spatial, temporal and axiological. Spatial proximization “is a
forced construal of the DS peripheral entities, i.e. ODCs are physically
approaching the DS central entities, i.e. IDCs that include the speaker and the
addressees (Cap, 2015:550). This strategy increases fears of the threat coming
from the ODCs to the IDCs ‘good vs. evil’ because of the decreasing physical
distance between them as the former are waiting to fulfil their ambitions and
invade the IDCs home territory (Cap, 2013: 74-75).Temporal Proximization is a
“forced construal of the envisaged conflicts as not only imminent, but also,
momentous...thus needing immediate response” (Cap, 2015: 550). Lastly,
axiological proximization is a “construal of a gathering ideological clash
between home values of the DS central entities and the alien and antagonistic
ODCs values (Cap, 2014: 17).

PT and its spatial-temporal-axiological (STA) analytic model assume that
these three strategies decrease the distance between the entities in a given DS
and their negative effect on the speaker and his addressees. Such proximization
strategies are legitimization devices, especially in political discourse. The
addressees will accept and legitimize actions against the approaching threat
(Cap, 2014: 17; Hart &Cap, 2014: 19).

Spatial proximization is a strong indicant of the threat from the ODCs and
their destructive effect on the IDCs. This kind of proximization, according to
Cap(2017: 77), includes:

1- The characteristics of the IDC and ODC.

2- The dynamics of the ODC activity, i.e. the ways available to ODC to invade
the IDC space.

3- The attitude (active or passive) of the IDC.

4- The presence of a given past event which threatens the future scenario.

Cap (2013: 19) clarifies the framework and the main lexico-grammatical
linguistic devices of spatial proximization in a given DS:
1-NPs construed as elements of the deictic centre of the DS (IDCS).
2-NPs construed as elements outside the deictic centre of the DS (ODCs).
3-VPs of motion and directionality construed as markers of movement of ODCS
towards the deictic centre.
4-V/Ps of action construed as markers of impact of ODCs upon IDCs.
5-NPs denoting abstract concepts construed as anticipations of impact of ODCs
upon IDCs.
6-NPs denoting abstract concepts construed as effects of impact of ODCs upon
IDCs.

These six categories of spatial proximization framework clarify the
arrangement of the DS (categories 1 & 2), the shift that leads to the clash



between the ODCs and IDCs (categories 3& 4) and the negative effects of such
clash on the IDCs (categories 5 & 6) (Cap, 2014: 18, 2017: 23).

Temporal proximization is a forced construal of now as the central time
frame of the time axis in which to use the premises of the Past, the present as
well as anticipations of the future to decide on an immediate action to prevent a
near future action by the ODCs (Cap, 2017: 111).

Temporal proximization requires linguistic elements to conflate the
envisaged events of the future with actual events of the past (Cap, 2013: 14).
The temporal proximization framework includes:
1-NPs involving indefinite descriptions construing ODCs actual impact acts in
alternative temporal frames.
2-Discourse forms involving contrastive use of the simple past and present
perfect construing a threatening future extending infinitely from a past instant.
3-NPs involving nominalizations construing presupposition of condition for
ODC impact to arise anything in the future.
4-VPs involving modal auxiliaries construing conditions for ODCs impact as
existing continually between the now and the infinite future.
5-Discourse forms involving parallel contrastive construals of oppositional and
privileged futures extending from the now.

Category (1) refers to phrases in which the constituents refer explicitly to actual
terrorist acts. In category (2) the simple past tense represents the past, while the
present perfect represents a threatening future which extends from a past event.
In category (3), nominalized threats illustrate how construed time event scan
turn real time events to a phenomenon that can last for a long time. In category
(4),auxiliaries and time adverbials indicate the period of the threat, and this
causes fear to the addressees. As for category (5), because of the threats of the
ODC:s to the IDCs, the future is privileged because of the actions taken by the
IDCs (Cap, 2013: 112-114).

In axiological proximization, the ODCs threaten the values of the IDCs,
and this leads to a physical clash. This kind works with values and beliefs
related to the opposing entities (IDCs vs. ODCs). The axiological framework
includes:
1-NPs construed as IDCs (+ve values and ideologies).
2-NPs construes as IDCs (-ve values and ideologies).
3-Discourse forms no longer than one sentence or two consecutive sentences
involving linear arrangement of lexico-grammatical phrases construing
materialization in the IDC space of the ODC negative values.(Cap, 2013: 119-
121).

Category (1) includes NPs that represent the positive values of IDCs, and
category (2) includes negative values of the ODCs. Category (3) includes two
parts referred to as ‘abstract ideologies and concrete physical ones’. The
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abstract ideological part reflects the conflict between ideologies held by IDCs
and ODCs. The concrete physical part is related to the real physical or concrete
threat. There is an ideological clash between IDCs and ODCs, where values of
the latter threaten those of the former (Cap, 2013: 120). This threat is first
distant then it becomes imminent. Category (3) can be manifested in a set of
NPs and VPs as follows:

1-NPs denoting ODC s values followed by or combined with

2-V/Ps denoting a remote possibility of the ODCs-IDCs conflict followed by or
combined with

3-VPs denoting a close possibility of the ODCs-IDCs conflict followed by or
combined with

4-NPs denoting physical consequences of the ODCs-1DCs conflict (Cap, 2013:
122).

As for the issue under investigation, the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam (GERD), it is a crisis that has started nearly ten years ago. There has been
an agreement between Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia to preserve the rightful water
shares of the two downstream countries; Egypt and Sudan. The three countries
previously agreed not to harm their shares of water by establishing dams that
might prevent the flow of water to these countries, except after the consultation
and the agreement of the three countries. Since the onset of the direct
negotiations concerning the agreement and Declaration of Principles in 2015,
the negotiations have not succeeded.

Egypt and Sudan saw the dire need of the role of the international
community to overcome the difficulties and obstacles put by Ethiopia to reach
an agreement that depends on the principles of the international laws that
govern the management and use of international rivers so that all countries can
benefit from their water resources without any harm done to other countries
(State Information Service, 2021).

After the June 30" Revolution, Egypt adopted the negotiations path in
dealing with the crisis of GERD. In 2015, Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia signed
the Declaration of Principles that specifies the right procedures of filling the
dam without harming the interests of the three countries, and at the same time
respecting the final report of the international committee of experts, and also
agreeing on the procedures of the first filling of GERD as well as its operation
afterwards. The agreement stresses the importance of notifying the two
downstream countries beforehand. There have been many negotiations
regarding GERD from 2011 until 2021 but they all failed because Ethiopia
rejected all peaceful proposals by Egypt and Sudan to rescue the GERD talks.
The firm stance adopted by Ethiopia asserts that it seeks to impose a status quo
on the two downstream countries.

In July 2021, Ethiopia declared the second filling of the dam. The
implementation of the second filling has affected the annual water supply of the
two downstream countries because Ethiopia controls the amount of water
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discharged from the dam during the filling process. The situation is now worse
because the annual water released to Egypt and Sudan will decrease. Egypt
stresses the fact that filling the dam has to be done according to the best
interests of Egypt and Sudan.

A number of previous studies have been carried out using Proximization
Theory as their means of analysis, for example, Cap (2006; 2008; 2010; 2013)
applies this theory in case studies regarding the war on terror discourse,
discourse space and health discourse. This theory has also been applied to other
kinds of discourse, such as political discourse(Chovanec, 2010), and war
discourse (Kopytowska,2010). In addition, this theory has been used to analyse
(anti) immigration discourse as Hart (2010; 2011), political party representation
(Cient et al., 2010), design of foreign policy documents(Dunmire, 2011) and
political speeches given by President Bush (Sowinska, 2013). To the
researcher’s knowledge, the problem of GERD has not been tackled and
analyzed using Proximization Theory. Thus, the present study fills this gap.

Analysis
Spatial Proximization

Spatial proximization indicates that the threat of ODCs on IDCs is
approaching, and that the physical distance between them is small. Thus, the
threat is imminent. This strategy of proximization is achieved by the first five
categories indicated by Cap (2013:19).The use of spatial proximization is
clarified in the next extracts.

Extract (1)

Sl B e Y Eogts ¥ e B at WYY 3 g o9l O Yipas 4 CIas b Aol e ..
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(SamehShokry, the Arab League, 12th June 2021)



...what Egypt asks for is very normal; however the negotiations about this
agreement took us numerous rounds of negotiations...Egypt has been very
lenient... The problem is in the Ethiopian side, who only wants to impose its
point of view by force upon the other sides, ignoring the fact that what it
advocates contradicts all accords and agreements...It tries to impose a new
status quo where upstream countries control the downstream ones, which is
what Egypt does not accept as the River Nile is a common property for the
upstream countries in the same way as the downstream ones...Egypt has proven
its good intentions all the time...we were involved in all negotiations paths,
starting from the trilateral route and passing by the American
mediation...before the Ethiopian side withdrew in the last minute until we
reached the route of the African mediation, which unfortunately, did not lead to
the required results...Egypt appreciates all the efforts exerted by South Africa
and Congo, but we consider that the side which is to blame for the failure of all
these efforts and extending the time of negotiations, only to gain time, is the
Ethiopian side...

This extract is taken from the speech of the Egyptian Foreign Minister,
Sameh Shokry, in the Arab League held at the ministerial level to discuss the
issue of GERD. In this extract, there are manifestations of categories (1,2,3,4,5)
included in the spatial proximization framework. Concerning category
(1),which includes NPs that refer to elements of the deictic centre of the
discourse space, there are examples such as“ =« “, and "<adl Js3"The
NP "_»as" is repeated 5 times to emphasize that Egypt will be drastically
affected by GERD, and also show that Egypt insists on adopting the
negotiations method to reach a compromise that will not negatively affect its
people. The NP "—=all 52" is used to refer to both Egypt and Sudan to show
that the dangers of GERD will harm both countries. Regarding category (2),
which includes NPs that refer to elements outside the deictic centre (ODCs),
includes the NP " s3Y) <akll" which is repeated twice, and the NP "auiall J 52",
Other examples are " =s8¥) «ilal" and" 2 s8Y) o= sidl" These NPs emphasize
the fact that the main reason for the construction of GERD is Ethiopia, which
Insists on its stance and refuses any compromises. As for category (3), which
refers to VPs of motion marking the movement of ODCs towards the deictic
centre, there are examples as "croAY) e T ud 4y ) (i B (55 2 Y"and ) e
"Cuaall Jeu aaiadl Jgd 48 ASaT aaa a8l 8 These VPs indicate that Ethiopia
sticks to its opinion and refuses all attempts to arrive at a compromise. Thus, it
wants to force Egypt to accept the new status quo. Category (4), that includes
V/Ps that refer to the impacts of the ODCs on the IDCS, includes the VP 4 oSaxi"
"uadll Jsu aaiedl Jsathat indicates that Ethiopia fully controls the dam and this
will harm both Egypt and Sudan. Concerning category (5), which includes NPs
referring to anticipations of the impact of ODCs on IDCs, there are examples,
for instance, "JWs)" and"» 5" . These NPs manifest that Ethiopia is to be blamed
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for stalling negotiations, and finally, their failure, because it wants to impose its
opinion on the two downstream countries regardless of the destructive effects of
GERD on them. The researcher has noticed that there are VPs that show the
actions taken by IDCs against ODCs to prevent their danger. This new seventh
category can be added to the spatial proximization framework. These VPs are
"ASE A5 ja peae L Cnland ases AUl Al el JS 8 AL g5 Gua peae ] a1
"ua sl @l b All these VPs show that Egypt always adopts the negotiations
strategy to reach a solution for the issue of GERD so its drastic effects do not
affect both Egypt and Sudan.

Extract (2)

oll) LY A8 ) g B 8 ot § 2901 0da. B e Y Bioglls OV § B e CSHLb s
S BT o & Josd) J) lonw dokeall odn I alt ggs o aBly ol 22 & Lz g
Slual 3i8 U1 J1 Jeogd! Jorl oo ST M Lhes ud B B 1 Jg5 Flaae g Bl jpm g Lais
Jl ol 3T SIbl as coscuall @les e pseiall w1 Byl Sl e ekl glugdW ASLY)
A2 YA G daY Bl by e L OB (6T gl Lasldaral o8 sl LS Ologldll § aS)LEL
il iSHlas 5 B Suoudt SV dley Cf oslus] ¢ Liagdl dw Juidy s o Ly B Jo Y Y
Gl @bl Ky wedl OV ol e sy e 1ot Lugdl Jolg L 3ggd ada Lugdl Coo .. J ol
2 Sgm B o Bhde pd Sla Baglt g AaBY Lugd) il (g0 Bplas Wyl Jag 50 Jﬁ“ A

gl .\..»:,., seoalhl et By Labe B iy Bgms. 5 9ub0nl)

(Sameh Shokry, United Nations Security Council, 20th June 2020)

...Egypt has participated with goodwill in numerous negotiations
sessions...These efforts have not led to any results because of the unilateral
disposition of Ethiopia and its will to impose a status quo on the two
downstream countries. In this process, we tried to reach a compromise that
satisfies all parties and that preserves and strengthens the rights and the interests
of the three countries of the Blue Nile. We worked hard to reach an agreement
that satisfies the development efforts of Ethiopia, and decreases the harmful
effects of this huge dam on the two downstream countries...Egypt has invited
other non-allied parties to participate in the negotiations, and expressed its will
to accept any agreements...Egypt...signed in initial letters on 28" February
2020an agreement concerning filling and operating GERD under the
sponsorship of the United States of America and the International Monetary
Fund...These efforts failed because of Ethiopia ...Ethiopia insists on starting to
withhold the water in the dam unilaterally, which is a very disturbing
matter...because it represents a dangerous attempt by the Ethiopian side to
establish and practice an unrestricted control on a vital cross-boarding
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river...This is a materialistic violation of the agreement of the Declaration of
Principles...

The above extract is taken from a letter of the Egyptian Foreign Minister,
SamehShokry, to the Head of the United Nations Security Council. In this
extract, there are manifestations of categories (1, 2, 4, 5, 7) of the spatial
proximization framework. As for category (1), there are NPs that refer to
elements within the deictic centre (IDCs) such as "_—=<" , which is repeated
3times and "w=dll 2" | which is repeated twice. These NPs and their
repetitions assert the serious harms and dangers of GERD on Egypt and Sudan
and manifest Egypt’s serious attempts t0 reach a compromise with Ethiopia
regarding this dam. Concerning category (2), there are NPS that refer to
elements outside the deictic centre (ODCs) as "5 —ulall" and "L sdl", which
Is repeated 4 times. These NPs assert that Ethiopians the main side responsible
for the failure of the GERD negotiations. Regarding category (4) that includes
VPs that refer to the impact of ODCs upon IDCs, there are VPs, for example,
“alall galal JS8 Al ()38 S sball Jaa ey el pal) Lol deal siand s JSa "
" Aagll auw Ly egalidl el 3EY Lals These VPs indicate that the actions taken
by Ethiopia seriously harm the two downstream countries. At the same time,
Ethiopia wants to be in control of everything regarding the dam regardless of
the interests of Egypt and Sudan. Concerning category (5), which includes NPs
referring to anticipations of the impact of ODCs on IDCs, there are examples
as "l s el s Ll cl AN Msade e 5kt and "Ll B_A", All these NPs help
in explaining that Ethiopia always tries to distort the truth and tries to force a
fact, which is GERD, that cannot be changed regardless of its harms and
dangers on Egypt and Sudan. As for category (7) that includes VPs that show
the actions taken by IDCs against ODCs to prevent their danger, there are VPs
as:

W e ¥ Lol O¥er $ &9 st CSHL —

LN B o (& gl I Luaw—

Ll odd Bjliall OVl e ekl glusdY ALY Ol as BU 1 Jeosdt Jf e ST Lkes i
ikl @y o o

S (51 Jge) Ldldainsl o8 ool WS (Ologlill G aSHLLI L) gt (651 B bl ae css—

All these VPs help in showing that Egypt has resorted to all peaceful methods to
solve the issue of GERD through negotiations to reach a compromise that is
suitable and accepted to all the countries involved in this issue. However,

Ethiopia insists on its stance and is not convinced at all of the dangers and
harms of this dam on Egypt and Sudan.

Temporal Proximization
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Temporal proximization focuses on the momentousness of the threat, and
that the present is set according to the pastas well as possible future actions.
This kind of proximization includes the shift from the past to the present and
from the future to the present. The former deals with the effects of the past
actions and events of the ODCs that affect the present of the IDCs. The latter
deals with possible actions performed by the ODCs in the near future which are
based on the present events actions (Cap, 2013: 85-86). It has been noticed that
in the data under investigation only category (3) is used from the temporal
proximization framework is used, and that there is another sixth category that
can be added to framework, which is VVPs indicating the negative effects of what
IS happening at present upon IDCs in the future. It can be said that this new
category is found in the Arabic data, and thus it can be peculiar to it. In this
category the future consequences are expressed by inserting the future markers
of the Arabic language, which are "u«"and "<s" before the verb in the present
tense.

Extract (3)

W35y dosmy () enall (395 & Lias Sy O13gudl § pmas me BUI 093 9 @3l JSCiu Liagdl s 6 o O
sladl g deler! Ol & 055 W8 ol Koy @Vl Ll e Jurts OF WS 1,3 e W3l
PRI (PR I (PR NI IO T RERNUVIIN eI (RO [IES R LT - PR JPN
25 apmdl g A g Aladl SVume gl ) 635 Al bl Gl 2 pae &) WS el Aol

LW e AaU BBk 5, eled Eadl gkad) Gladl e g e Slad (e 2l

(SamehShokry, United Nations Security Council, 29th June 2020)

...Filling GERD unilaterally, without agreeing with Egypt and Sudan, threatens
the interests of the two downstream countries, whose existence and survival
depend on the River Nile. Also, operating this huge dam unilaterally may have
destructive social and economic effects which will affect all aspects of the
human security for the Egyptians, including food security, water security,
environmental security and general health. It will also expose millions to
economic dangers that will lead to the increase of the crime rate and illegal
immigration as well as the effects on the ecological system, biological variation
and the increase of the dangers resulting from climate change...

This extract is taken from the speech of the Egyptian foreign Minister, Sameh
Shokry, to the United Nations Security Council. In the extract, there is a shift
form the future to the present. Categories (3) and (6) of the temporal
proximization framework are used. The use of category (3)which includes NPs
involving nominalizations construing presupposition of conditions from ODCs
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impact to arise any time in the future is shown in the use of the NPs <l sl
"5 jede dpalail g dpelaial MAabadll Hhlaal" and 3aedl Al 5 Alaall GY e gl )"
"o il e, These NPs which involve nominalizations clarify the harmful
effects of GERD on the future of the two downstream countries. This shows the
Importance of the fact that Ethiopia must negotiate with both Egypt and Sudan
before filling and operating GERD. In addition, the use of category (6) is
manifested in the following NPs "icagdll s cde o) " and 2l 1 Juads "
&>ealiwhich refer to what Ethiopia is doing at the present time, which is filling
and operating the dam. This will harm the future of the two downstream
countries. These bad effects are shown through the use of the future tenses in
VPs as:

el Ll oY1 e BIS o S5 Dges Bpake 3Ll g Eslozr! Ol &) 06 W3-
3\19}&.‘\ ¥ 5}255\ 53.6“,43-\ 9 Tt o¥uxe &Lés)\ ‘“;\ S35 d3lea:d) Jia\;rl gy,%\ S —
The negative effects of operating the dam that will affect the two downstream

countries in the future are expressed using VPs in which the verbs begin with
" su"and "o«" which are the future indicators of the Arabic language.

Extract (4)

F90 g BWI 093 o5l dudl 1 O3 s o & jlpeantl o aylpol & el 9 (a1 Candl 1 oyl
W s b oga g dpsledY) 5 dslex Yl Gpadl Jeild e B G Lgde Spdas D1t S5 el
z@ Sl Bl BT jae i 80 IS0 g 3ue OhlasY a5 LB Lyeo OB L. te3l OOe) BY dapur
Sl o 3pas s OB & g Alalll il 5l o Fpdl demal Slat s D3| llaia 0 5 At
oda o jas Ol WA de WY1 pad la 5 Ules @l Y1 Cwlaghl) Jgld BB
L Aeadl) ods gt sl oY1 3B Blaie 0. Al

(Sameh Shokry, the Arab League, 12th June 2021)

...Because of the Ethiopian stubbornness, manifested in its insistence on
continuing to fill the reservoir of this huge dam without agreeing with the two
downstream countries, will have dangerous effects on them in all aspects of life
on the social and economic levels. This filling is considered a serious violation
of the Declaration of Principles...our patience has been exposed to many tests.
Egypt has always proven that it is the party that deals with responsibility and
out of prior understanding of the consequences of the escalation of tension on
the security and the stability of the region. Thus, Egypt insists on using up all
diplomatic solutions. This has led us to bring the matter before our Arab
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brothers... Egypt presents this issue...because the Arab national security is
affected by it...

This extract is taken from the speech of the Egyptian Foreign Minister,
Sameh Shokry, in the Arab League held at the ministerial level to discuss the
issue of GERD. In the extract, categories (3) and (6) of the temporal
proximization framework are used. The use of category (3) which includes NPs
involving nominalizations construing presupposition of conditions from ODCs
Impact to arise any time in the future is clarified in the use of the following
NPs,"s _jad <l i) "iapun Aaaa") " i gil) smaai cilagiy "and apall el oY) il
"4l o3g2, These NPS indicate that the harmful actions taken by Ethiopia violate
international laws and are dangerous not only to Egypt and Sudan but to the
national security of all Arab nations. Utilizing category (6) is manifested in the
extract.By building and operating GERD, Ethiopia has carried out negative
actions towards Egypt and Sudan more than ten years ago. These actions will
have negative consequences in the present and the future of the two downstream
countries. This is indicated by the use of the VP ."s_jsha <l 58l jisws, The future
effects, which result from the present actions taken by Ethiopia, are indicated in
the VP by using the Arabic future indicator "u-".

Axiological Proximization

Axiological proximization reflects the opposing values that exist between
the IDCs and ODCs. The positive values are assigned to the IDCs and the
negative ones are assigned to the ODCs. This reflects an ideological conflict
that may lead to a physical conflict between the IDCs and ODCs. The following
extracts are manifestations of the axiological proximization framework.

Extract (5)

ods gl ol a1 b allais okl Joll dnald il S o gll Beiadl) 0da o i ae O
odlyy oty b AU dinis Ay B) g3 A arge Blilawl 33 gl oylasly s ogdy O (e Yy ozl
o 5 dege UBgs g ol b Al Sgzg e ASTHI g sl el Bl gl (SHI LRT 0
(A B gl pSie Ly Wl Lol 5 S Y b J) 29l et OF Ygalo el (O)lge B U1 o gl
JAE g ausy o e 3B ol aSghus @) Ub gevas o 2B T §8 Al Sighs e aslBl
S Byl ada b (3 dieliae BT aiSS SOl Logise (B O13gudl g b (SKaes 0B JWL g (LuiBsa

- lzpad Wiy L1y (@M1 g s Y1 0ol Hlasit cogllalt gl @Ko il Wb (p g (oS! sl

(Sameh Shokry, the Arab League, 12th June 2021)
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...Egypt presents this existential case at the ministerial level of the Arab league
as the Arab national security is affected by it. This should not be understood as
an attempt to form a unified coalition against an African sister nation; however
it is a requirement that stems from the importance of an Arab coalition to
protect our national security...and to ensure the existence of a clear Arab
coalition and a unified stance... to arrive at a balanced agreement. Endless
negotiations are not acceptable, especially that are aware of the intentions of the
other side and its unilateral attempts that lead to the failure of any negotiations.
Ethiopia thinks that it can impose its point of view and ignore our stance with
its evasive behaviour. Thus, your support to Egypt and Sudan in their just stance
acquires an increasing importance in the circumstances we told you about. We
are sure that we will find the support we need to obtain victory for the values of
brotherhood and unity, and out of a belief of the equity of our case.

This extract is taken from the speech of the Egyptian Foreign Minister,
Sameh Shokry, in the Arab League held at the ministerial level to discuss the
issue of GERD. In this extract, there are examples of categories (1) and (2)
included in the axiological proximization framework. Category (1), that
includes NPs which refer to the positive values of the IDCs is manifested in
NPS, includes NPs as "daad 4.8 81 dd g2 "' " o jall (WIS 88 g0 g mual 5 e (bl ™
Masse, "0l ste BN and"linad s Ulal s caadd) 5 olAY) adl | jlaiil "These NPs
indicate that Egypt seeks a peaceful solution to the GERD issue with the help of
other Arab countries in the Arab league because the Egyptian and Sudanese
stance are legally just. The NP "4aal 43, 4 4 sa"also shows that Egypt wants to
maintain peaceful relations with Ethiopia in spite of the conflict between the
two countries regarding GERD. Concerning category (2)which includes NPs
which refer to the negative values of the ODCs is shown in NPs as <l shaa"
"dalal, e ) el Sl and "L se Jalad s 4 ) (= 8", These NPs reflect the fact
that Ethiopia is totally responsible for all Egyptian peaceful attempts to resolve
the GERD issue. Moreover, they clarify that Ethiopia does not accept any
compromise, therefore all negotiations have failed. They also clarify that what
Ethiopia is doing regarding filling and operating GERD is unacceptable for the
two downstream countries due to the dangers of this dam on these countries.

Extract (6)

ol At gt el Lags Jans OF g (o L Laigll O ciliagd) s Sl IO Lgaasls 550 5 ..
& b diagdl dw g 050 shy) Lugdl CiBlge OL.. 4y BV g Bl Lgnddl e FI... Sl Jg slias ¥l W
sblall gyl GH1 L oga g sl Slslrt BB Jo ph) eBY) waall o gmge Jo ST e V)
(S S Lygdl Aol b 3] i ol drslonl) Lo Joudl possdtt gos WilB. . 2B HBY1 Wil e dally

a8 e g g1Vl 1YL g Legag (aBlgll Y1 o3 g sl
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(Official Statement of the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 7" March
2020)

...Based upon its policy in the GERD negotiations, Ethiopia does not have the
right to give lessons to the Arab League or any of its members about the ties...
that unite Arab and African peoples...Ethiopia’s stance regarding the issue of
GERD is another example of its approach at the regional level which is based
on taking unilateral measures that caused harm and suffering to our African
brothers...We call the international community to join the Arab League in
understanding the nature of Ethiopia’s policy which is based on stubbornness
and imposing a status quo that threatens to harm the regional stability and
security...

The extract is taken from an official statement of the Egyptian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs published in the Official Facebook page of the ministry. The
use of categories(2) and (3) of the axiological proximization framework is
shown in the extract under analysis. In the above extract, there are many NPs
that express the negative values of the ODCs. These are: "iwal el it
and" &80 ¥ Las 5 alall" These NPs indicate that Ethiopia is being very
stubborn in all negotiations, and tries to impose its stance regarding GERD.
Also, It refuses all alternatives proposed by Egypt and Sudan. Regarding
category (3), there are VPs that indicate the results of the negative ideologies
and actions of the ODCs on the ID Csas:

BYOYI Wlgsl ety BULaLI 5yl g

o3 et g el o Yloug,

These VPs clarify the negative consequences of the actions carried out by
Ethiopia regarding GERD without arriving at any settlements with the other two

downstream countries, The consequences will affect both the stability and the
security of this African region.

Results and Discussion

The data shows that the total number of lexical and grammatical
categories denoting spatial, temporal and axiological proximization is 714
times. Spatial proximization is used 348 times and it is the most commonly used
proximization strategy. This is followed by axiological proximization which is
used 211 times, and the least used proximization strategy is temporal
proximization, which is used 155 times. Spatial proximizationis of the highest
frequency to show the spatial closeness of the harmful effects of building
GERD on both Egypt and Sudan. The dam will totally harm the land and the
population of these countries. This spatial proximization manifests the serious
threat of the dam on the existence of both countries. This spatial threat is more
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serious than temporal proximization which manifests the momentousness of the
threat, and even more serious than axiological proximization, which shows the
ideological difference between Ethiopia, on one hand, and both Egypt and
Sudan, on the other hand.

Axiological proximization is the second most commonly used strategy to
show that there is no hope to reach a compromise between the two sides
regarding GERD, in spite of the numerous talks and negotiations that took place
between the two sides. However, Ethiopia is not convinced of any evidence
presented by Egypt and Sudan.

Temporal proximization is the least used strategy to show that the
momentousness of the threat is not what really matters in the issue of GERD,
but what is important is the spatial threat on the actual existence of Egypt and
Sudan.

The frequency of usage of each category of spatial proximization is
clarified in table (1).

Table (1) Frequency of using each category of spatialproximization in the data

Category Frequency of Occurrence

1-NPs construed as elements of the deictic centre of | 96 (27.5%)
the DS (IDCs)

2-NPs construed as elements outside the deictic centre | 75 (21.5%)
of the DS (ODCs)

3-VPs of motion and directionality constructed as | 32 (9.2%)
markers of the movement of ODCs towards the deictic
centre

4-VPs of action construed as markers of impact of | 34 (9.8%)
ODC upon IDCs

5-NPs denoting abstract concepts construed as | 39 (11.2%)
anticipations of impact of ODCs upon IDCs

6- NPs denoting abstract concepts construed as effects | 37 (10.7%)
of impact of ODCs upon IDCs

7-VPs showing acts of resistance of ODCs 35 (10.1%)

Total 348 (100%)

Table (1) clarifies that the most commonly used category in spatial
proximization is NPs indicating IDCs (96 times, 27.5%) to show that Egypt and
Sudan will be seriously affected by GERD. The second most commonly used
category is NPs indicating ODCs (75 times, 21.5%) to show the responsibility
of Ethiopia regarding building and operating GERD which will negatively
affect the two downstream countries. The difference of the frequency of using
the other categories is not big. The main aim of the categories of spatial
proximization used is to show the closeness of the threat of GERD on the two
downstream countries.

Regarding temporal proximization, only categories (3) and (6) have been
found in the data. Table (2) shows the frequency of occurrence of these two

categories.
Table (2) Frequency of using each category of temporal proximization in the data
Category Frequency of Occurrence

1-NPs involving indefinite descriptions construing | ------
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ODCs actual impact acts in alternative time frames

2-Discourse forms involving contrastive use of the
simple past and present perfect construing threatening
future extending infinitely from a past instant

3-NPs involving  nominalizations  construing
presupposition of condition for ODCs impact to arise
anytime in the future

4-VVPs involving modal auxiliaries construing
conditions for ODCs impact as existing continually
between the now and the infinite future

5-Discourse forms involving parallel contrastive
construals of oppositional and privileged futures
extending from the now

6-VPs indicating the negative effects of what is
happening at present upon IDCs in the future

75 (48.4%)

Total 155 (100%)

Table (2) shows that category (3) is used 80 times (51.6%) which is slightly
more that category (6), which is used 75 times (48.4%).The use of these two
categories shows that Egypt seeks serious help from the international
community to reach an adequate compromise regarding GERD because of its
destructive effects on Egypt and Sudan in the near future.

The frequency of usage of each category of axiological proximization is
clarified in table (3).

Table (3) Frequency of using each category of axiological proximization in the data

Category

Frequency of Occurrence

1-NPs construed as IDCs positive values (ideologies)

79 (37.4%)

2-NPs construed as ODCs negative values (ideologies)

70 (33.2%)

3-Discourse forms no longer than one sentence or two

62 (29.4%)

consecutive sentences involving linear arrangement of
lexico-grammatical phrases construing materialization
in the IDC space of the ODC negative values

Total 211 (100%)

The table shows that category (1) in axiological proximizationis the most
commonly used one (79 times, 37.4%). This is followed by category (2)(70
times, 33.2%), and category (3) (62 times, 29.4%). The difference in the
frequency of the first two categories is not big to prove the extent of the
ideological difference between Ethiopia, on one hand, and Egypt and Sudan on
the other hand. This also proves that Ethiopia insists on its stance regarding
GERD in spite of the numerous negotiations between the two sides. Category
(3) shows the extent of the harms of this dam on Egypt and Sudan.

Conclusion

The present study utilizes Proximization Theory developed by Cap (2006)
to analyse four official statements regarding GERD which is built and operated
by Ethiopia. These official statements have been released in many national and
international organizations, including the United Nations Security Council, the

17




Arab league as well as statements taken from the official Facebook page of the
Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In these statements, Egypt clearly
indicates all possible threats of GERD on Egypt and Sudan as well as the fact
that Ethiopia refuses, and thus hinders, all negotiations held in the past years to
arrive at a compromise regarding this serious and dangerous issue.

The study reveals that spatial proximization is the most commonly used
strategy, followed by axiological proximixation, and then temporal
proximization. In spatial proximization, which is related to the threat of ODCs
upon IDCs, the threat of GERD on Egypt and Sudan is not distant. So, the
existence of these two countries is under threat due to the numerous harmful
and destructive effects of GERD. In the spatial proximization framework,
category (1) followed by category (2) are the most commonly used ones.
However, the difference in the frequency of using the other categories is not
big. This is because Egypt is keen on clarifying the IDCS (Egypt and Sudan)
that will be negatively affected by GERD and ODC (Ethiopia), which is the
cause of the GERD issue as it is the country which is building and operating it.

In axiological proximization, related to the ideological conflict between
IDCs and ODCs, category (1) is most commonly used, followed by category
(2)in the framework, and then category (3). It has been noticed that the
difference in the frequency of usage is not big. The use of axiological
proximization shows that Egypt knows that there is no hope to reach an
adequate settlement with Ethiopia, and all peaceful means through negotiations
have failed. Ethiopia does not accept any compromise and insists on filling and
operating GERD.

Temporal proximizationis related to the momentousness threat of the
ODCs upon IDCs. The dangerous effects of GERD will seriously and
negatively affect both Egypt and Sudan in the near future. In this kind of
proximization, categories (3) and (6) in the framework are used to focus on and
assert the serious impacts of GERD on the existence of the two downstream
countries.

The study reveals that Egypt has resorted to all possible means to explain
to the national and international communities through official national and
international organizations the serious and disastrous effects of the GERD that
Is being built, filled and operated by Ethiopia on Egypt and Sudan. Egypt has
also demonstrated that it has resorted to all peaceful means via negotiations to
convince the Ethiopian side of the dangerous consequences of this dam.

The three proximization strategies included in the Proximization Theory
are used in the four Egyptian statements under analysis to clarify the dangerous
and destructive effects of GERD on Egypt and Sudan. However, Ethiopia
ignores all these threats that have been manifested by Egypt, and insists on
filling and operating the dam.It can be said that Egypt has indicated to both
national and international communities that all negotiations regarding this issue
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have failed due to the stubbornness of the Ethiopian side. In fact, Egypt has
spared no effort in this respect.

Further studies can be carried out to utilize Proximization Theory to
examine other international issues such as the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and its
consequences on all countries of the world in all aspects of life, especially
economic consequences. The theory can also be used to study other national and
international political, economic and social issues.
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