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Abstract

The current study investigates the United States military policy in
Haiti during the period (1915-1934), at which time it had been under the
American occupation. Based on unpublished and published American and
Haitian documents, the present paper is an attempt at expounding and
analyzing the strategies of the United States Marine Corps (Marines) to
manage the military and security affairs of Haiti after assuming military
control over it, given its strategic importance in the Caribbean. Further, the
Haitian army was disbanded and the soldiers as well as the officers were
demobilized in order to establish an alternative unit which was first called
Gendarmerie, later named Garde D’Haiti. This unit had been their tool in
asserting military dominance over the country, under the leadership of the
Marines officers without any interference on the part of the Haitian
government. This situation continued until a program of Haitianization was
implemented and its command transferred to Haitian officers to carry out
the tasks of the army and the police, and to be the nucleus of the new

Haitian army, after the United States withdrew the Marines in August 1934.

Key Terms:

USA occupation of Haiti, United States Marine Corps, the Haitian

Gendarmerie, Garde D’Haiti, Haitian army, Haiti Constabulary, Cacos
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- Venzon, Anne Cipriano: The Papers of General Smedley Darlington Butler,

USMG 1915- 1918, Ph.D Dissertation, (New Jersey: Princeton University, 1982),
pp. 14, 15, 17.
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- Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS), Papers Relating to the Foreign
Relations of the United States with the Address of the President to Congress,
December 5, 1916 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1925), Telegram
from Secretary of Legation Davis to the Secretary of State, Department of State,
Washington, January 12, 1916, File No. 838.00/1375, p. 311; see also: Laguerre,
Michel S: The Military and Society in Haiti (London: Macmillan Press LTD,
1993), pp. 64-65.
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— Constitution d’Haiti de 1889 [Online]
https://www.haiti-reference.info/pages/plan/histoire-et-societe/documents-
historiques/constitutions/1889-text/ (Accessed: 10/5/2022)
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- Kivland, Chelsey: The Haitian Military as a Family Affair; in Puri, Shalini;
Putnam, Lara (Eds.): Caribbean Military Encounters, New Caribbean Studies
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017), p. 23; See also: Tartter, Jean: Haiti-
National Security; in Metz, Helen Chapin (ED.). Dominican Republic and Haiti;
Country Studies, Area handbook series, 3rd Edition (Washington D.C.: Federal
Research Division- Library of Congress, 2001), p. 462.

(®) U.S. National Archives (USNA), Records of the Department of State Relating to
Political Relations between the U.S. and Haiti 1910-1929, From John H. Russell
(Haiti) to Secretary of State, Proposed Pamphlet on the Outstanding
Achievements Resulting from Treaty with Haiti, Copy of Former Pamphlet Issued

(4A%)


https://www.haiti-reference.info/pages/plan/histoire-et-societe/documents-historiques/constitutions/1889-text/
https://www.haiti-reference.info/pages/plan/histoire-et-societe/documents-historiques/constitutions/1889-text/

¥ oXY i * VY Gl * Juenibl a,w@

in 1926 entitled Relations with Haiti and Text of-, Port Au Prince, Haiti, May 1,
1929, No. 1408, 711.38/224.
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- FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress, December 5, 1916,
Telegram from Secretary of Legation Davis to the Secretary of State, Department
of State, Washington, January 12, 1916, File No. 838.00/1375, pp. 311, 312, 313;
See also: Greene, Anne: Haiti: Historical Setting; in Metz, Helen Chapin (ED.):
op. cit, pp.276, 277.

(") FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress, December 5, 1916,
Telegram from Secretary of Legation Davis to the Secretary of State, Department
of State, Washington, January 12, 1916, File No. 838.00/1375, p. 311.

Al Daally calaBY) 255 tlgin (e By dalat) COISEL (e Bl Gl PR Sla cule (")
dag elld (S5 eyl aiyg ccandll L) lllial yégs ey (ag sl slas oo allal)
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— Greene, Anne: op. cit, pp.276, 277.

(°) FRUS, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States with the Address
of the President to Congress December 7, 1915 (Washington: Government Printing
Office, 1924), Consul Livingston to the Secretary of State, American Consulate,
Cape Haitien, January 27, 1915, No. 240, pp. 262- 463.

(!9 FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, [Untitled],
American Legation, Port au Prince, February 25, 1915, File No. 838.00/1120, p. 465.

(*Y) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram
from Chargé Davis to the Secretary of State [Extract.], No. 43, American Legation,
Port au Prince, June 23, 1915, File No. 838.00/1205, p. 473; See also: Telegram
from Admiral Caperton to the Secretary of the Navy, Cape Haitien, July 3, 1915, File
No. 838.00/1206, p. 474.

(*%) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram

from Chargé Davis to the Secretary of State, American Legation, Port au Prince, July
27, 1915—9 a.m., File No. 838.00/1214, p. 474.
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- Venzon, Anne Cipriano: op. cit, p. 30.

(}*) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, [Untitled],
American Legation, Port au Prince, July 27, 1915—6 p.m., File No. 838.00/1220, pp.
474-475; See also: FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress, December
5, 1916, Telegram from Secretary of Legation Davis to the Secretary of State,
Department of State, Washington, January 12, 1916, File No. 838.00/1375, p. 314.

(15) USNA, Records of the Department of State Relating to Political Relations between
the U.S. and Haiti 1910-1929, From John H. Russell (Haiti) to Secretary of State,
Proposed Pamphlet on the Outstanding Achievements Resulting from Treaty with
Haiti, Copy of Former Pamphlet Issued in 1926 entitled Relations with Haiti and
Text of-, Port Au Prince, Haiti, May 1, 1929, No. 1408, 711.38/224.

(%) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, [Untitled],
American Legation, Port au Prince, July 28, 1915—11 a.m., File No. 838.00/1221, p.
475.
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- U.S. Senate Hearings, Inquiry into Occupation and Administration of Haiti and
Santo Domingo, Hearings before a Select Committee on Haiti and Santo
Domingo, United States Senate, 67" Congress, 1%t and 2" Sessions, pursuant to
S. Res. 112, Authorizing a Special Committee to Inquire into the Occupation and

Administration of the Territories of the Republic of Haiti and the Dominican
Republic, Vol. 1 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1922), p. 70.
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— USNA, Records of the Marine Corps (RMC), Record Group (RG) 127; Official
Military Personnel File for Littleton W. Waller; From W. B. Benson (Acting) to
Major General, Commandant, Marine Corps, Prompt embarkation of regiment
for duty at Port au Prince, Haiti, Washington, August 4, 1915.
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- Brissman, D'Arcy Morgan: op. cit, pp. 34- 35; See also: Bickel, Keith B.: Mars
Learning: The Marine Corps Development of Small Wars Doctrine, 1915-1940
(Colorado: Westview Press, 2001), p. 49.

i il Sl Dlas) e o) Jieall G5 ASa¥l dad) 8 L Yhedl gipul€ oS (7
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- FRUS, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States with the
Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram from, Consul
Livingston to the Secretary of State, No. 250, American Consulate, Cape Haitien,
August 12, 1915, File No. 838.00/1266, p. 481; See also: Perusse, Roland I.:

Historical dictionary of Haiti (New Jersey: Scarecrow Press, 1977), p. 15.

(*) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915,
Telegram from Chargé Davis to the Secretary of State, American Legation, Port au
Prince, July 29, 1915, File No. 838.00/1224, p. 476; See also: FRUS, with the
Address of the President to Congress, December 5, 1916, Telegram from Secretary
of Legation Davis to the Secretary of State, Department of State, Washington,
January 12, 1916, File No. 838.00/1375, p. 318.

(??) Schmidt, Hans: The United States Occupation of Haiti, 1915-1934, 2nd Edition
(New Jersey: Rutgers University Press, 1995), p 82; See also: Hoffman, Jon T:
Chesty: the Story of Lieutenant General Lewis B. Puller, USMC (New York:
Random House of Trade Paperbacks, 2002), p. 24.

(%) Coupeau, Steeve: The history of Haiti (Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2008),
p71.

(**) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915,
Proclamation of the United States (Inclosure), Telegram from, Consul Livingston

to the Secretary of State, No. 250, American Consulate, Cape Haitien, August 12,
1915, File No. 838.00/1266, p. 481.
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- USNA, Records of the Department of State Relating to Political Relations between
the U.S. and Haiti 1910-1929, From John H. Russell (Haiti) to Secretary of State,
Port Au Prince, Haiti, May 1, 1929, No. 1408, 711.38/224; See also: FRUS, Papers
Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States with the Address of the
President to Congress December 5, 1916, Telegram from The French Ambassador
to the Secretary of State, French Embassy, Washington, October 27, 1915, File No.
711.38/47, p. 385; See also: Telegram from The Secretary of State to the French
Ambassador, Department of State, Washington, November 16, 1915., File No.
711.38/47, pp. 385- 386; See also: Telegram from The Secretary of State to the
French Ambassador, No. 1739, Department of State, Washington, August 11,
1916., File No. 711.38/92, pp. 387- 388; See also: Shannon, Magdaline W: Jean
Price-Mars, the Haitian Elite and the American Occupation 1915-1935 (London&
New York: Macmillan Press LTD& ST. Martin’s Press, INC, 1996), pp. 4-5; See
also: Venzon, Anne Cipriano, op. cit, pp. 22- 23.
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- https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/lansing-robert (Accessed: 12/ 5/
2022).

(?"y FRUS, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States, Vol. II: The
Lansing papers 1914-1920 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1940), The
Secretary of State to President Wilson, Washington, August 7, 1915, 838.00/1275c,
p. 523.

(?®) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram
from The Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Navy, Department of State,
Washington, July 28, 1915, File No. 838.00/1220, p. 475; See also: Telegram from
The Acting Secretary of the Navy to Admiral Caperton, Navy Department,
Washington, July 28, 1915, File No. 838.00/1276, pp. 475-476; and: USNA,
Records of the Department of State Relating to Political Relations between the U.S.
and Haiti 1910-1929, From John H. Russell (Haiti) to Secretary of State, Port Au
Prince, Haiti, May 1, 1929, No. 1408, 711.38/224.

(?®) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram
from The Secretary of State to Chargé Davis, Department of State, Washington,
September 15, 1915, 6 p.m., File No. 838.00/1308, p. 520.

(3%) MacCorkle, William A. The Monroe Doctrine in Its Relation to the Republic of
Haiti (New York: The Neale Publishing Company, 1915), pp. 25, 31; See also:
Girard, Philippe R.: Paradise lost: Haiti’s tumultuous journey from Pearl of the
Caribbean to Third World hot spot (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), p. 78.
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— Plummer, Brenda Gayle: Black and White in the Caribbean: Haitian- American
Relations, 1902-1934, Ph.D. Dissertation (New York, Cornell University, 1981),

pp. 300-302, 319, 351; See also: Laguerre, Michel S: op. cit, p. 65.
(2) Shannon, Magdaline W: op. cit, pp. 2, 3.

(*) FRUS, Vol. II: The Lansing papers 1914-1920, The Secretary of State to
President Wilson, Washington, November 24, 1915, No. 710.11/188%, p. 467.

G ool ) aalley A& (2YAYe —YAYY) James Monroe " yise peans’ (il ailef (")

Lol 53l e Gl Bams Augye¥) Joall a5 of e aly (aVAYY ale ey e S

(49)Y)


https://history.state.gov/departmenthistory/people/lansing-robert

¥ oXY i * VY Gl * Juenibl a,w@

Gl e AV o Bue B el Vsl a5 o Qe B ¢ oad) B Caatl 4 Suaally
) Al €40 )6V 4 Saally dsland)

— Schweikart, Larry and Allen, Michael: A Patriot’s History of the United States:
Columbus Great Discovery's to the war on terror, (New York: the Penguin Group,
2004), p. 182.

(*) FRUS, Vol. II: The Lansing papers 1914-1920, The Secretary of State to
President Wilson, Washington, February 25, 1915, No. 838.51/385, p. 466; See
also: The Counselor for the Department of State (Lansing) to the Secretary of
State, Washington, June 16, 1914, 710.11/186%, p. 459.

(®) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915,
[Untitled], Port au Prince, September 3, 1915, File No. 838.00/1288, p. 484; See
also: Telegram from Chargé Davis to the Secretary of State, American Legation,
Port au Prince, July 29, 1915, File No. 838.00/1224, p. 476.
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—The Navy Department Library, History of Flag Career of Rear Admiral W.B.
Caperton, U.S. Navy, Haitian Campaign of 1915, pp. 34- 41.
[Online]
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/research/library/online-
reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/h/history-of-flag-career-of-rear-admiral-w-
b-caperton.html (Accessed: 20/ 5/ 2022); See also: Hall, Michael R.: Historical
Dictionary of Hait (United Kingdom: Scarecrow Press, 2012), p. 41.
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- Hall, Michael R.: op. cit, p. 51.
(*®) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915,

Telegram from Admiral Caperton to the Secretary of the Navy, U. S. S.
“Washington,” August 7, 1915, File No. 838.00/1243, p.478.
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(*%) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915,
Telegram from Admiral Caperton to the Secretary of the Navy, Port au Prince,
August 2, 1915, File No. 838.00/1276, p. 477.
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- Hall, Michael R.: op. cit, p. 76.

(**) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram
from Admiral Caperton to the Secretary of the Navy, U. S. S. “Washington,” August
7, 1915, File No. 838.00/1243, p. 478.

(*®) FRUS, Papers Relating to the Foreign Relations of the United States with the
Address of the President to Congress December 4, 1917 (Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1926), Telegram from The Secretary of State to Minister Blanchard,
Department of State, Washington, January 6, 1917, 7 p.m., File No. 838.00/1432a, p.
802; See also: FRUS, Vol. II: The Lansing papers, 1914-1920, Telegram from The
Secretary of State to President Wilson, Washington, August 9, 1915—3:32 p. m,
838.00/1275d, p. 524.

(**) FRUS, Vol. II: The Lansing papers 1914-1920, Telegram from President Wilson to
the Secretary of State, Windsor, Vt., August 9, 1915, 838.00/1275%, p. 525.

(**) FRUS, Vol. 1I: The Lansing papers 1914-1920, The Secretary of State to President
Wilson, Washington, August 10, 1915, 838.00/1275%a, p. 525.

(*6) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915, Telegram

from Admiral Caperton to the Secretary of the Navy, U. S. S. “Washington,” August
7, 1915, File No. 838.00/1243, pp. 478- 479.
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— Venzon, Anne Cipriano: op. cit, p. 35; See also: Constitution d’Haiti de 1889
[Online] https://www.haiti-reference.info/pages/plan/histoire-et-

societe/documents-historiques/constitutions/1889-text/ (Accessed: 10/8/2022)

(*®) FRUS, with the Address of the President to Congress December 7, 1915,
Telegram from Chargé Davis to the Secretary of State, American Legation, Port au
Prince, August 12, 1914, File No. 838.00/1250, p. 480.

(*) Loc. Cit.
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