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Iraq was given special attention from western travelers because it was the cradle of one of the ancient civilizations in
the Near East, in addition to its significant geostrategic position. A number of travelers came successively to Iraq in
order to examine the antiquities of that civilization and to enjoy seeing the high buildings and huge palaces built by
ancient people.

For this reason, the writings of some travelers were so important in shedding light on the antiquities of Iraq. Such
antiquities gained a special attention from a number of those travelers; some of whom were interested in tracing and
excavating them, and some others described them in writing and illustrated them in drawings, while others were keen to
collect antiques and objects in order to take them home.

Yet, specialists among them were interested in studying these antiquities in-depth. This article aims at briefly
shedding light on the interest of a number of Western travelers in the antiquities of Iraqg, as each traveler had to make a
separate research (there is no room to mention them all of them in here), such as PietroDelavalier, Joseph Buchan,
Claudius Rich, Austen Layard, Adolfo Rivadeneyra, Nicolas Siouffi, Charles Huber, Jane Dieulafoy, Julius Euting,
Max Oppenheim, Gertrude Bell and Mary Chubb.
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— Euting (Julius): Tagbucheinerreise in Inner Arabien, Leiden 1896.

— James (Claudius): Memoir on the Ruins of Babylonin1818, London 1818.

— James (Claudius): Narrative of A journey to the site of Babylon in 1811, London 1813.
— James (Claudius): Narrative of A residence in Kurdistan, 2 Vols, London 1826.
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