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ABSTRACT

Egypt is one of the first countries in the world to prepare a strategy for women’s empowerment 2030
through the National Council for Women, and aims to make women by 2030 a key partner in the sustainable
development strategy, The second pillar of the strategy is based on the economic empowerment of women
through the development of women’s capabilities to expand options working before it, achieving equal
opportunities in employing women in all sectors, including the private sector, increasing their participation in
business, and spreading the culture of entrepreneurship among women, The National Council for Women will
follow up on the implementation of the strategy with various ministries and relevant authorities, The economic
empowerment of women comes through the small and medium enterprises sector, which is one of the main
sectors that absorb decent and productive job opportunities for women in various Egyptian regions and
governorates, and the priority given to the small and medium enterprises sector by the Egyptian government is
distinguished by achieving high added value, spatial development and contribution in the regional balance of
development, the research problem, which was the significant increase in the participation of women in the
labor market at the global level during the past two decades, Despite this, the percentage of women’s
participation in the Egyptian labor market decreased from 23,7% The total labor force in 2017 was 16,8% of
the total labor force (15 years and over) compared to 83,2% for men in 2020, and the unemployment rate for
females was 17,7% compared to 6,0% for males, while the percentage of working females was 15% compared
to 85% for males in 2020, Despite this, the percentage of lending to small projects directed at women was only
23% in 2015, The objectives of the study, which were mainly represented in identifying the role of women in
the development of small and micro enterprises in Egypt.

Study included four chapters, where the first chapter is concerned with the introduction to the study, the
second chapter dealt with the theoretical framework and the reference review, and the third chapter dealt with
the current situation of small and micro enterprises in Egypt, and the fourth chapter dealt with the current and
future status of the role of women in the development of small and micro enterprises in Alexandria
governorate,

The most important results were that the wholesale and retail trade sector ranked first, followed by the
manufacturing sector in the second place, and the agriculture sector ranked fifth out of the total Egyptian
establishments, As for the status of the manufacturing and agricultural sectors in micro-enterprises, it was
found that the manufacturing sector ranked second in terms of the number of employees, wages value,
production and total added value, at a rate of 16,43%, 24,2%, 20,41%, 17,03%, respectively, As for the
agricultural sector, it ranks fifth in terms of the number of employees by 3,55%, and it comes in sixth in terms
of wages value by 2,59%, and it comes fourth in terms of production by 7,3%, as for the total value added it
comes in fifth place by 3,74% As for small enterprises, it was found that the manufacturing sector occupies the
first place in terms of the number of employees, the value of wages and the value of production by 35,74%,
33,98%, 39,99%, respectively, while it ranks second in terms of total value added by 28,31%, Agriculture
comes in fourth place in terms of the number of employees by about 7,34%, and seventh in terms of wages
value by about 4,82%, while it ranked third in terms of production value and total added value by 13,35% and
9,92% each, respectively,

By studying the role of women in micro-enterprises, it was found that their participation rate was 14,62%
of the total employees, of which was 0,25% in the agricultural sector and 0,74% in the manufacturing sector,
and the garment industry activity occupies the first place in terms of the number of working females, The
highest governorate is Cairo, and by studying the gender parity index for the total employees, it reached
17,12%, The indicator in the agricultural sector reached 7,4%, and in the manufacturing sector 4,7%, The
highest activity was represented in the tobacco industry with a rate of 38 ,9%, and Menoufia governorate has
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the highest parity index, The results of the employment rate showed that Cairo governorate occupies the first
place by 11,3%, and the index for the agricultural sector reached 1,69%, and for the industries sector 5,08%,
and the highest activity was represented in ready-made garments with a rate of 2,44%, As for the role of
women in small enterprises, it was found that the percentage of female participation was 16,02% of the total
employees, of which 0,35% in the agricultural sector and 4,66% in the manufacturing sector, and the ready-
made garments industry occupies the first place, and the governorate Cairo ranked first in terms of the number
of females, and from the study of the results of the parity index for total employees, it was found that it
reached 19,08%, and the indicator in the agricultural sector reached 5,7%, and in the manufacturing sector
15,12%, and the highest activity represented in the industry Ready-to-wear by 75,4%, The study of the
employment rate showed that the highest value was in Cairo Governorate, The employment index for the
agricultural sector was 2,21%, and for the industries sector was 29,08%, and the highest activity was in the
ready-made garments industry, at a rate of 12,36%,

It was also found that the percentage of small projects funded by the Enterprise Development Authority
during the period 1992 - 2020 was 14,7%, compared to 85,3% for micro-projects,

The percentage of women’s participation in agricultural micro-enterprises submitted by the agency ranges
from a minimum of 35% to a maximum of 49% of the total projects, with a financing rate ranging from a
minimum of 30% to a maximum of 46,5% of the total financing of these projects ,

The volume of funding provided to women was 29% of the total funding, which financed the equivalent of
46,5% of the total number of loans, The percentage of small projects directed to women was 5%, compared to
95% of micro-projects, and the percentage of small loans to women was equivalent to 42%, in Microfinance
loans was 58% of the total funding directed to women during the period 2010-2020,

By studying the development of micro-enterprises during the period 2010-2020, it was found that the
average number of projects was 175,5 thousand projects, and the average value of loans was 1,49 billion
pounds, increasing at an annual growth rate of 19,1% that was statistically significant at the probability level of
1%, The average number of women's projects was 85 thousand projects, and the average value of loans
directed to women was 592,4 million pounds, increasing annually with a growth rate of 19% that is statistically
significant at the probability level of 1%, While the average number of projects directed at males reached 90,6
thousand projects, and the average value of loans directed at males was 903,3 million pounds, with an annual
growth rate of 19,1% that is statistically significant at the potential level of 1%,By studying small projects
during 2010-2020, it was found that the average number of projects were 16,2 thousand projects, and the
average value of the loans financed for these projects were 2,06 billion pounds, with an annual growth rate of
11,4%, which is statistically significant at the probability level of 1%, The average number of women's
projects were 4,000 projects, and the average value of loans directed to women was 437 million pounds, with
an annual growth rate of about 14%, which is statistically significant at the potential level of 1%, While the
average number of male projects was 12,1 thousand projects, and the average value of loans directed to males
amounted was 1,6 billion pounds, with an annual growth rate of 10,7%, which is statistically significant at the
probability level of 1%,

By studying the agricultural micro-enterprises during the period 2005-2018, it becomes clear that the
percentage of women’s participation was 60% of the total projects, and that Assiut governorate ranked first in
terms of female employment rate, followed by Suhag governorate, and the parity index for the total number of
projects were 151 %, Suhag governorate has the largest parity rate, followed by Assiut governorate, It was also
found by studying the relative importance of the value of loans that the percentage of women’s participation
was 47% of the total value of loans, and from the results of the parity index, it was found that the parity rate
for the total value of loans reached 89%, and Suhag governorate occupied the highest parity rate, followed by
Cairo governorate,

As for the percentage of women’s participation in small agricultural projects, it was 37% of the total
projects, and it was found that Minya governorate ranks first in terms of female employment rate, followed by
Assiut governorate, and the parity index for the total number of projects reached 58%, and South Governorate
occupied the Sinai has the largest parity rate, followed by the New Valley Governorate, It was also found that
the percentage of small loans for agricultural activities directed at women was 35% of the total value of loans,
and the parity rate for the total value of loans was 54%, and South Sinai governorate occupied the highest
parity rate, followed by the New Valley governorate,

By studying the micro-projects for animal production in Alexandria governorate funded by the Enterprise
Development Authority during the period 2010-2020, it became clear that the average of these projects was
36,4 projects, and the average value of loans was 182,9 thousand pounds, and the average number of women’s
projects was about 5,3 projects, the average value of loans for women is 29,2 thousand pounds, While the
average number of projects for males was about 31,1 projects, and the average value of loans directed to males
was about 153,7 thousand pounds

While it was found from the study of small projects for animal activity in Alexandria that the average of
these projects was 15,3 projects, and the average value of loans directed to these projects was 4,66 million
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pounds, The average number of projects directed at women reached 1,5 projects, and the average value of
loans directed at women was 213,5 thousand pounds, While the average number of projects directed at males
reached 13,7 projects, and the average value of loans directed at males was 4,44 million pounds.
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