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The minaret of minus pyramidal shape in the region of

M’zab region -Architectural characteristics , roots and
proliferation-

Prof.Belhadj maerouf

Abstract

Muslim Produced models of architectural styles for three
centuries of time starting from the Umayyad Caliphate until the
fall of the Ottoman Caliphate. It include a variety of minarets
constructed near to the mosque or the medrasa in all parts of the
Islamic world from the east to the west, with different designs
and patterns such as square and octagonal and cylindrical and
even vehicle types .

But what is striking in all these architectural styles that have
characterized the minaret, these minarets that rise near the
mosques in the area of Wadi M’zab (Algerian) and spread and
become symbols of the M’zabian personality. And this
architectural style remarkably spread in islamic countries beyond
in the desert until the old west of sudan.

In all these areas, the minaret was built on an architectural style
different from the familiar traditions of Islamic architecture, the
tower walls has rise with a shape of a minus pyramid at the
end .

This pattern has led to open discussion and debate among
historian art, especially Orientalists whome are wondering about
its origins and how is spread? moving from the desert to M’zab
or vice versa? We will try through this paper to expose the
features and characteristics of this model, based on the study of
exemplary the valley of M’zab in, searching in its roots and how
does this type deployed in those areas .
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