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Children’s literature and the formation of the identity of the

Arab child in the light of the changes of the Times
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Abstract:

This study deals with children's literature and its role in
shaping the identity of the Arab child, and the role of language in
particular in achieving this goal. Children's literature is
distinguished from adult literature in that it is purposeful literature,
carrying educational values that it works to achieve, in addition to
the artistic characteristics that give the literary work its ability to
entertain. This is what makes writers of children's literature
obligated to take into account the psychological and mental
characteristics of the category of child they are addressing. The
language used by writers in the creation of their works plays an
essential role in communicating the idea of a literary work and
achieving its artistic pleasure. Therefore, it is the main
communication tool that works to shape the identity of the Arab
child, through its linguistic integrity and aesthetic characteristics
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that writers use in creating their works.Two of these works come
from these works: Cave of Stories by Fahd Al-Houshani, and
Island of Wishes by Abbas Al-Hayek. They are two contemporary
Saudi writers. Through their work, they were able to translate the
concept of identity in smooth language, and various scenes, in
which seriousness and acceptable humor gave their plays
enjoyment and artistic and aesthetic value at the same time.
Keywords: children's literature, theater, identity.
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