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Abstract:

Why was “Sri Lankan literature” called “unknown literature”?... This
question leads us, with more curiosity, towards knowing the factors that
led to the Arabs’ knowledge of little about Sri Lankan literature, espe-
cially since we have received a lot of Latin American literature, which
reflects That the geographical distance is not a reason for the delay in
the arrival of Sri Lankan literature to the Arab reader, but the main rea-
son is that most of the Sri Lankan literary product is written in the two
local languages, “Tamil” and “Sinhalese”, which made it affected by the
obstacles of translation from the mother tongue into English first and
from there to other languages. Sri Lankan literature was also influenced
by the narrative styles prevailing in the rest of the Indian subcontinent,
inspired by the philosophies of Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism and other
ethnicities in the country. The Arabic language also had great influence
in Sri Lanka even before Islam due to the mutual commercial relations.
The Arab influence on Sri Lanka also increased with the arrival of the
late Egyptian leader “Ahmed Orabi” when he was exiled to Ceylon in
1882. Despite the relative isolation imposed by the local dialects on the
Sri Lankan literary product, it managed to reach the world. Among the
most famous writers of Sri Lanka, Sheehan Karunatilaka, who achieved
an unexpected victory by winning one of the most important storytell-
ing awards in the world, the Booker Prize for 2022, where his novel “The
Seven Moons of Mali Almeida” was praised by critics for using tight
mixture of imagination and philosophy to heal the cracks in history and

complete the forgotten part during the civil war era.
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