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A Critique of Autism Spectrum Disorder in DSM- V and
Developing a New ASD Classification and Diagnostic Model
Prof. Dr. Adel Abdulla Mohammed
Professor Emeritus of Autism
Ex— dean, Faculty of Disability Sciences and Rehabilitation

Zagazig University

Abstract

Autism spectrum disorder ASD first appeared in DSM-V issued by APA
(2013) as a single entity and diagnosis instead of four distinct entities
and diagnoses. It appeared as an output of a fusion process for all four
types of the previously so-called autism spectrum disorders ASDs
without a theoretical framework to cover ASD which added more
confusion to the subject. It was supposed to be an alternative for all
ASDs four types though not realistic to reflect them. Asperger was also

fused with them in an illogical and unrealistic step despite its different
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and distinct nature and features that are not subjected to such fusion
process. The idea of spectrum was totally destroyed, and an incorrect
method of estimating spectrum depending on disorder intensity levels
was used. A more complex and reformulated version of DSM-IV
autism diagnostic criteria was developed by APA with some sort of
confusion to diagnose the new fused type of ASDs known as ASD as if
both were the same. PDD- NOS was also mistreated and was
confused with social communication or pragmatics disorder. All these
types or disorders physically and diagnostically disappeared from the
manual despite their distinct existence in reality. A dire need for a new
classification and diagnostic model motivated the author to develop it
as a better alternative for better and exact diagnosis of all types of
ASDs, and guiding in choosing or developing suitable and
individualized intervention programs for children with any type of these
disorders to modify their behavior. It was concluded that ASD was
introduced in DSM-V as a construction with an ambiguous identity
having neither theorization nor spectrum and without specific diagnostic
criteria which created more problems to practitioners and parents.
Meanwhile, all ASDs still have their different and distinct existence in
reality and need to be diagnosed precisely. To avoid and overcome
such problems, it is important to look for a new classification and

diagnostic model for ASD.

Keywords; New classification and diagnostic model, autism spectrum

disorder, DSM- V.
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A proposed strategy based on digital reading clinics in developing
listening and speaking skills for students with learning difficulties
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The objective of the current research is to identify the effectiveness of
the proposed strategy based on digital reading clinics in developing the
listening and speaking skills of students with learning difficulties. The
semi-experimental approach for one group using pre and post
measurement, and the results demonstrated the effectiveness of the
proposed strategy in improving the listening and speaking skills of

students with learning disabilities
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