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IN THE DEMOLITION OF CITIES AND FORTRESSES IN THE LEVANT
AND ITS EFFECTS IN THE FACE OF THE CRUSADERS DURING THE
THIRD CRUSADE (1189-1192 AD /585-588 AH)

Abstract

The research is interested in studying an important period of time in the history
of the Crusades in the East in the Middle Ages between the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries AD, and the time period was the subject of our study located
in the middle of this historical era, at a time when the East witnessed the
beginning of the decline of influence and the tide of the Crusades in the East at
the hands of the leader Saladin (1138-1193 AD / 532-589 AH), especially

After the defeat of the Crusaders in the Battle of Hattin in 1187 AD / 583 AH,
which is one of the decisive battles in the history of the Islamic East in this
historical era, which is a serious turning point in the history of the Crusaders in
the Arab Islamic East, in which the Islamic war policy outperformed the
Crusader war, and the tide of the war tended to favor the Muslims, and the
Crusader presence in the Holy Land began to shrink in it.

It is important that the study details the role of Saladin in the face of the Third
Crusade and the military policies he followed in this confrontation, especially
his policy in the demolition of cities and fortresses and the consequences of
them, the most important of which is the failure of the Crusade to achieve its
goals and re-seize the city of Jerusalem and its fiefdoms Crusader

And the success of Saladin in the recovery of a large part of the Holy Land from
the hands of the Crusaders, and cleansed of the manifestations of their existence,
in addition to the recovery of many other cities and fortresses of the
principalities of Antioch and Tripoli, and the release of thousands of Muslim
prisoners inside the Crusader prisons, and the strengthening of the recovered
cities with the Arab population element after the displacement of the Crusader
population, and so more than half of the East Crusader returned to its Arab-
Islamic character again, after about ninety years of The control of strangers over
it

Keywords : Third Crusade, Saladin, Richard the Lionheart, Demolition of cities
and fortresses
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