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» Abstract:

For nearly thirty years, the Ethiopian People's Rewmnary
Democratic Front (EPRDF), with the Tigray Peoplelksekation
Front (TPLF) at its core, have dominated the Etlaiopoolitical
system. However, since the death of Prime MiniSteles Zenawi
in 2012, the EPRDF has faced numerous challengegsto
domination even with the smooth transition of power his
successor Hailemariam Desalegn.

The real challenge, however, came with Abiy Ahmed's
assumption of power in April 2018. This paper atmsexamine
continuity and change in the Ethiopian ruling eliye comparing
the characteristics and configuration of this eliteging and post-
EPRDF era. Drawing on available data from African i@aband
Political Elite Data Project (ACPED) and Ethnic PoRelations
Dataset (EPR) this paper sought to examine the ctesustics of
the Ethiopian elite with regard to the structurd anmposition of
the elite, channels of elite recruitment, ethnicd aregional
representation within the ruling elite, and finadljte circulation.

The paper concluded that there were significaningia in
Ethiopian elite both during EPRDF domination andemfits
demise. During the EPRDF domination, Ethiopian giktite was
closed, central, with slow elite circulation ratesd finally
imbalanced as far as ethnic and regional represemtds
concerned. During the Post-EPRDF era, the promis&tus
long enjoyed by the Tigranian elite came to an dfithiopian
ruling elite, as a result, become more ethnicaftgd aegionally
representative, and is characterized by high elit@over rates.

Key Words: Ethiopia- ruling elite- political elite- EPRDF- TPLF
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- Fredrik Engelstad, ‘Introduction: Social and Bo#l Elites in Modern

Democracies’, In Fredrik and Trygve Gulbrandsen .\Edmparative

Studies of Social and Political Elites (Bingley: Emerald Group
Publishing Limited, Comparative Social Research.\28) pp. 1-9.
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(2) Mattei Dogan,’Introduction: Diversity of Elite Configurations and

Clusters of Power’ In Mattei Dogan (edE)ite Configurations at the
Apex of Power(Boston: Brill Publications, 2003), pp.1-2.
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Configurations at the Apex of Power(Boston: Brill Publications, 2003).
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(2) TPLF: Tigray People Liberation Front
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Institute, 2021) pp.29-30. Also see: René Lefor,Cit., pp 466-467

(2) Saskia BrechenmacheZjvil Society Under Assault: Repression and
Responses in Russia, Egypt, and Ethiopia(Washington: Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, 2017), pp. 65A&ailable at:

http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep26904. Accessed\@r. 2023.

% 82023 i pl (2) aié — (45) akaw
{




"= LT # S 1968 1991

+$

e S sie Lialati Soa @i iy edyysill 4ol dguall oS ey 4l

O () A Adaa sang sial ) Jhail (gl e Toay Agall Gl 3

b Aanalall lyaats dppmall SKhall e sl Jiad) aaind) Cladiic aalg

sl Qlie] 8 siae Grdle el ey Lo dgaall Gygme cazly aa

o |all <yaidlg 45 gds danhs 1D Jadl) adiaal) Gladaic 4y gme il (2005
1 L)) Gl b Lep 4y

sla (el adina) ilaliiay Algall Ae 4 400, Y1 Jsatll o e
GIa 8 s el adinall Cilalaie gl 23,2005 8 dalall LAY
dalall Glubnd) s a3t clalial Lgiley P e 3ye oY dpndlss Ly
b s Ciady s L Cuysal) lilee s LAY A e Led 7 Lowdl 1100 aa,
e Y] ) L caladand) sd gl clalgl anags ) daSall dda sy
o Adgall clay ccblany) Gliel ay A @Y) Al ol sy de sSal
358l (e Ao sana ) DA e (ol padinall labaie Lo Ll alSa)
35l) 028 Alial (ay . Lgalel 2 Liall Jasll Jlae (Baraad & craals Al 2 31l
A5 2008 A oyapai a3 531y ilashaal) Lyyag S| Jilusy Blaiall (sl
il LA A paleall Leil) 8 Crgnd ) AailY) e Gl Coagiud
= all gl 13 e 288 8yualially A6 Aaily ol s Jhe <2005
aladl alall S il ) aag Wld (e Ao sidae e Alug 340 Gl alal)
Agliadl) g dpmyynl) Adaludly " e il diend Lo apad agh e o silall sgial LS
s A el e Camdyy ccilabidl 036 5280 gl A aial Ayhanll
Y5 N Byie
08 el i 201040 dlall Y] Jady 2009 5le b
Jooall L ot i (5l sl s Al Y] Sllomanl ity s

i ¥ et ol e %
{

(1) Saskia Brechenmach&p.Cit., pp. 65-67.




3 Sl adinall cilalsie e 258l e aaall G 138 jhy . asSall ye
— lae jalias (e Lelisa (re %90 (e J8 Ao Juaat ) cilaliiall aie
O Blsbusally cclpally (Gsaad) ac s CV e Jie lginmy SVl A deadl (e Leaia
) cld Lloasll e gt s cdadbiaalls cule i) Jag ccasnills aa )y <ilya sill
pinall iladaia (e S 3o sldie s ¢ Anall el el ) il oulaud)
Jenll (o an i Lganii Cilalaiall o2 Ciaag 38 ¢ aylall Jysail) e Jiadl)
il LS L abid) el ebpaalially ccilyally ¢ sially Alal) culd Adadils oaslynd
28 L el adinal) oAb HUT Al (IS 631y calagyl Aaila () 5ild da Sal)
e i) (e el Ciay () sl (631 5 1 i geally (gLl A0 el
Gilalaia (pa pall Cuang S ey calsad o gyl ae s Andil lael JleeVs
Cures Lgitadla 233 o) (99 (e adais] A0 Ll (e Bale lowdi Snal) acinll
M)yl 13 a5
e Linly allatll o cAliiaal) o) aaiad) cilabiie e Gaeoatl) Qe s
Lpales lalaie oLl Cinand caSLall 2Ll Alall 4885 4550 cilalaia
development associatioAss.s <ldaicg mass- based associations
e do bl all e adlly lally bl PO 84 LaadlSy
sy drasSal) ilussall e pslail) e chlalaiall oda iy 28 ¢ uSall
AgesSall Glinedl o 3¢d il JShedl Lalicly L) Sl cilbys daesSall Cilinglly
Aygamnl asbpndl 2l 150 clalaial o3a Cugad 8 (el e ,3SY5 s
laall iyl g ) aylil Aeilly adall e Slad WSLall sy
@) i) cllany),

(1) Saskia Brechenmach&p.Cit., pp. 68-69
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(1) Oromo Liberation Front (OLF)

(2) International Crisis GroupEthiopia: Ethnic Federalism and its
Discontents,Africa Report No.153(Brussels: International Cri€soup,
4 September 2009),p.32
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Group, 12 June 2020) pp. 3-6
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(1) International Crisis GroupKeeping Ethiopia’s Transition on the Rails
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(2) Ibid, p. 11
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- Reuters, Ethiopia’s PM names Ahmed Shide as newnEm Minister,
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(1) Ethiopia’s PM Ahmed coronates as ruling pargytesident. 13-3-2022.
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(2) Hone Mandefro, ‘Old Habits die har&thiopia Insight, July 4th 2019.
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Available at News: Despite objections PM Abiy removes one of the
remaining two TPLF members from his cabinet - Addis
Standaréccessed on April 1st2023

(2) Jos Meester, Guido Lanfranchi and Tefera Nelg @gbregziabher,
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