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Sources of Gum Production from Trees in ancient Egypt

Abstract:-

The gum trees are considered one of the most important sources of
gum known to ancient Egypt. The ancient Egyptian was interested in
trees and their resources, and this is clearly shown through the
pictures and inscriptions of the trees. The gum extracted from the
trees had an important place in the life of the ancient Egyptian, and
the gum is considered an important thing in the preparation of
various religious rituals. The ignition of incense gums was
associated with the daily rituals of the temples and the feasts. In
addition to that, gum is an important medicinal drug indicated by
many medical papyri. Gum was also used in embalming. On the
industrial level, gum occupied an important position in many
industries, including wood industries, perfumes, Oils, incense,
colors, and writing inks. Gum is a deadly drug for bacteria, germs,
fungi, and harmful insects, so it was used in mummification in
ancient Egypt to prevent bacteria and harmful insects from entering
the body of the deceased, especially the beetle of the dead, the
aggressive insect that feeds on the bodies of the dead and was
mentioned frequently in the Book of the Dead.

Key words:

Gum trees, gum extracted from trees, acacia gum, tamarisk gum,
tragacanth gum, turmeric gum, kinder gum, myrrh gum, ivy gum,
fenugreek gum, fir gum, peppermint gum.
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