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Abstract:

The existing modern technologies, which are deemed to
be man’s latest growth and development, has prompted many
countries in the world to introduce such technologies in the
works of their governments for the purpose of reducing
consumption and expenditures in their financial and
administrative institutions, including justice institutions that used
to rely upon a set of strict fixed judicial principles. As the
announced by the WHO, global pandemic of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) swept the world, a policy of physical distancing has
been applied to the community members in public places and
government headquarters. Also, in order to avoid disruption of
public interests, judiciary has moved into cyberspace to held its
sessions and deliberations. As end of the pandemic has been
declared, the main reason for Electronic Litigation (e-litigation)
has ceased, however, the courts continue to hold the sessions
electronically, for e-litigation has proved that it speeds up
processes and decisions on legal cases. Whereas e-litigation is
rapid new development on the international arena, and it has not
been extensively discussed, we have chosen it as the subject of
this research, which has been divided into an introductory
chapter in which we defined e-government and its important pros
and cons. We have also defined e-litigation and how it supports
the justice system in society, and applied judicial principles to
the e-litigation process. In the first chapter, we have explained e-
courts, its components and fundamentals. In the second chapter,
we have addressed the procedural aspect of e-litigation,
beginning with the ways to file an e-case to the ways of
implementation of judgments electronically. As for the third
chapter, we have discussed the regulatory aspects of e-litigation,
where we have indicated its validity in Islamic jurisprudence,
and the Saudi and comparison laws. We have concluded that e-
litigation has fulfilled all the requirements of traditional litigation
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in formal matters, especially with regard to the principles of
confrontation and oral pleading. Moreover, it allows completing
all the procedures electronically without the parties to the case
and their representatives need to appear. However, we have
recommended that e-sessions shall be posted on the website for
realization of the principle of publicity. We have also
recommended that written sessions shall be limited to cases that
does not require oral pleading, and rules and regulations on e-
litigation processes shall be developed besides the regulatory
publications.

Keywords: Electronic government - Electronic litigation -
Electronic court - Electronic notification.
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