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Abstract:

The aim of the research is to present some proposed mechanisms to
benefit from the third age virtual universities in supporting digital heutagogy
for adult Learners in Egypt, by defining what digital heutagogy is for adult
Learners?, analyzing the theoretical foundations of third age virtual universities
in the contemporary world, and their contributions in supporting digital
heutagogy for adult Learners. To achieve this, the research relied on the
descriptive approach, which was employed in analyzing the literature related to
the two research variables, namely: digital heutagogy, virtual universities of the
third age, with an analysis of the experiences of some virtual universities at the
global level to benefit from the theoretical framework of the research and from
global experiences in extracting the most important contributions Third Age
Virtual Universities in supporting digital hetagogy for students. Official
documents and studies closely related to the subject of the research were
analyzed. Several results were reached related to the reality of the efforts of
Egyptian universities in applying digital hetagogy in the education of adult
learners, and among those results are the following: The inability of Egyptian
universities with their traditional programs to meet the renewed demands of
adults, and their inability to meet their diverse educational, quantitative and
qualitative needs. In addition to the lack of programs offered by Egyptian
universities for the elderly, and their presentation is limited to traditional
methods without taking into account the employment of technological
innovations that imposed themselves on all members of society and its groups,
including the elderly, in addition to the need for institutions specialized in adult
education based on officials specialized in identifying The needs of adults and
work to meet them in the appropriate way for them, such as: third age
universities, from which the default formula based on employing technology
and keeping pace with the digital transformation prevailing in all countries of
the world has emerged today. In light of this, three proposed mechanisms were
presented, so that each mechanism follows a number of procedures necessary to
achieve it in order to benefit from the third age virtual universities in supporting
digital Heutagogia for adult learners in Egypt.

Keywords: The Virtual Third Age Universities- Digital Heutagogy - Adult
learners in Egypt.
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