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Architectural stained glass: a study of examples of Frank
Lloyd Wright's work

Soad Ahmed Hussien Abdelnaeams

ABSTRACT

Wright is one of the most important architects who contributed to changing the art of architectural
design in the twentieth century; And this is done by merging between mural photography and architecture
by employing glass with multiple techniques and designs to achieve integration between art and organic
architecture, in light of the increasing global need for energy after the World War and the emergence of
the trend of benefiting from sustainable and environmentally friendly sources, and here the role of glass
is highlighted because it provides the possibility of employing sunlight During daylight hours, the
research aims to reveal the functional values of glass, addressing Wright's business models. In private
homes (villas), flat or leaded dotted glass was used in large areas and tended to simple engineering
designs. In villas inside cities, windows were used on the top of the walls to achieve privacy, and
transparent glass was used to make openings to illuminate spaces that did not contain enough windows.
He also used glass tubes to make walls and domes, taking advantage of their ability to transmit and
disperse light. He also used skylights and glass tiles. As for religious architecture, he had a different
philosophy from the rest of the buildings. So he used small windows to give an atmosphere of reverence,
and at other times he employed areas of stained glass in the background of the platform to attract the
attention of worshipers. The research concluded to clarify the role of glass as an important material in
Wright's architecture, which he used with various techniques to be in line with the design idea and achieve
the functional goals of exploiting natural lighting.
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