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Abstract:

The image of the ruler was never placed on the currency in the eras preceding
the Hellenistic era. With the advent of the Hellenistic era and the fall of Greek art under
Eastern influence with the imposition of holiness and deification on the rulers, these
rulers placed their images on the currency, which had previously been a sacred space
designated for images of the gods or their symbols. They began that by placing a picture
of Alexander the Great after his death, so that it would then become acceptable to them,

as rulers put their pictures while they were alive.

Unusually, some of these rulers were depicted with horns, and this appeared with
Alexander the Great after his death, when Alexander the Great acquired the ram’s horn
representing the god of Amun. A small number of rulers followed this approach, some
after their death, such as Seleucus I, who was depicted after his death with the horn of a
bull, or during their lives, as happened with Demetrius Poliorketes and Seleucus Il, who
were depicted with the horn of a bull, and no other Hellenistic ruler did that.

The research presents examples of the coins of Alexander and the coins of Seleucus I,
not exclusively, but rather as an attempt to explain the horns depicted on the Hellenistic
coins of these rulers, whether the horn of Zeus or Amun, the horns of the bull, in
addition to the horns of the elephant.
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