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The ethics of using photographs to address women’s affairs
on Egyptian websites: a comparative analytical study

Abstract:

Given the seriousness of the role that the image can play either in
proving and clarifying the facts, or in falsifying reality and changing
the facts, and the problems that may result from falsifying or forming
public opinion about some issues in a false and incorrect manner, all
in the event of non-compliance. Websites are subject to the ethics of
publishing the image, which may lead to them losing their credibility,
in light of the spread of modern technology and the information and
communications technology revolution. The research problem can be
identified in identifying the extent of Egyptian websites’ commitment
to ethics in the use of the photographs they publish and the extent of
their commitment to ethics and professional standards for images,
while addressing women’s affairs based on women’s rights to fair
media coverage far from stereotyping or discrimination, through a
study Analytical comparison between these sites.

The study relied on the ethics and professional standards approach to
images on websites, the gender approach, and the theory of social
responsibility. It is considered descriptive research. It employed a
media survey approach. | used a content analysis tool for eight
Egyptian websites and electronic portals that are most followed by the
masses, and whose content contains images. It represents private and
national trends in Egypt.

The study population is represented by Egyptian websites on the
Internet. In order to learn about the ethics of using photographs in
dealing with women’s affairs, the researcher selected a sample of
these websites, which are - Youm7, Masrawy website, Al-Ahram
portal, Al-Masry Al-Youm, Al-Dustour website, News portal. Al-
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Youm electronic portal, Al-Hilal Al-Youm portal, Rosa Al-Yousef
portal. The study found that private Egyptian websites focused on
publishing images that focus on provocative content when dealing
with women’s affairs (such as the content of women’s beauty,
accidents and crimes), while national websites focused on publishing
images with serious, purposeful content when dealing with women’s
affairs (such as social and economic content). - Women’s work -
Women’s education), and despite the efforts made by the state to
empower women and raise their social role, the old traditional view of
women in Egypt still dominates the media treatment of women’s
affairs on websites, especially private ones, as they are considered
female and their place is in the home as a housewife. While national
websites, led by Al-Hilal Al-Youm, were concerned with publishing
images of women who look at them in a contemporary and modern
way as a social being with their own personality and status, in line
with the general policy of the Egyptian state.

Keywords: Ethics, photography, women’s affairs, Egyptian websites,
social responsibility theory.
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