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Privatization and Human Rights: a Critical Analysis

Ahmed Salah EI-Din Balto

Department of Public Law, College of Law, King
Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: asbalto@kau.edu.sa

Abstract:

Privatization is a prevailing paradigm for the
fulfilment of economic and social rights. However, little
attention has been paid to privatization in the granting and
exercise of economic and social rights, leading to a large
gap from the ordinary and empirical perspectives. At the
begining, the researcher dealt with describing the
obligations of economic and social rights, in terms of the
three-element model (respect, protection, and fulfillment).
This study criticizes the way this framework (and the
human rights treaty parties that use it in their work) treat
privatization from the perspective of social and economic
rights. Hence, the research demonstrates a new
approach — focused on the obligation to fulfill — that can
contribute significantly to improving the capacity of laws
related to economic and social rights in the way they
address and deal with the extent of decision-making and
government action/inaction in question in privatization-
related situations.

KeyWords: Privatization, Human Rights, Economic and
Social Rights.
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