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Namik Kemal’s book “Parishan Papers” is a study of management
and analysis
By
Dr. Magdy Hassanein Ismail Hassan Al-Hanafi
Department of Oriental Languages, Turkish Language Division,

Faculty of Arts, Tanta University
Abstract:

The first edition of Namik Kamal’s book, Evrak-1 Perisan (Scattered
Leaves) was published in 1871. Three editions have been issued in five
years. It is a comprehensive book. It includes the essay titled, Devr-i istila
(The Era of Conquests),” which was first published in the Journal of “Tasviri
Efkar” in 1867. It also includes four biographies that were issued
previously, namely: the biography of Salah al-Din, the biography of Sultan
Muhammad al-Fatih, the biography of Sultan Selim I, and the biography of
Amir Nawruz Bey. Each of these four biographies had a motive for writing.
Namik Kamal wrote a biography Salah al-Din in response to French
Orientalist “Mission,” and wrote the biographies of Muhammad al-Fatih and
Selim | in response to Austrian Orientalist “Hammer,” and wrote the
biography of the Emir of Nowruz Bey to enlighten many people, especially
intellectuals, of the role played by this prince in introducing Islam to the
Mongols and transforming them from a force of demolition into a force of
construction. As for the first article that Namik Kamal put at the beginning of
his book, it is about the history of the Ottoman Empire from its inception
until the end of the era of Sultan Selim |. The language of the book is
smooth and rhetorical. Also, Namik Kamal was so committed to defend the
Ottomans as rulers and people, which violated the objectivity of the book,
because he attempted to justify all flaws and faults of the Ottoman rulers he
spoke about. Moreover, he paid more attention to the literary aspect at the
expense of the historical aspects in spite of his love for history, basing his
novels and plays on history, and his attempts to record the history of the
Ottoman Empire more than one time.

Keys words: Namik Kamal - Evrak-1 Perisan - Historical critical study
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