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Abstract

This research examines one of the prominent literary and religious
phenomena of the Mamluk era, namely Prophetic praises (mada’ih
nabawiyya), through analyzing their social dimensions and intellectual
functions from an objective and artistic perspective. The study originates
from an awareness of the sensitivity of the historical period in which this
phenomenon flourished, as political unrest, sectarian divisions, and
external threats, along with the spread of corruption and social injustices,
prevailed. Against this backdrop, Prophetic praises went beyond being
mere emotional religious expressions; they became a tool for reform,
guidance, and intellectual resistance.

Among their most important functions was the moral and religious
admonition, where poets incorporated exhortative themes into their
poems, calling for repentance and the abandonment of sins, focusing on
death and the afterlife instead of the traditional erotic or nostalgic
preludes. This approach responded to the manifestations of moral decay
and hedonism widespread in Mamluk society, which historians such as al-
Magqrizi described as excessive. Thus, Prophetic praises became indirect
platforms of preaching, parallel to religious sermons and ascetic
gatherings, in denouncing social corruption.

Another significant function was polemical, as Prophetic praises
engaged in disputation with Jews and Christians, responding to
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intellectual and religious attacks launched by the Crusaders. Poets drew
upon the Torah and the Gospel to affirm the prophethood of Muhammad
(peace be upon him), exposing distortions in opponents’ interpretations,
as al-Busirt did in several poems. This served to strengthen Islamic faith
and defend its core principles against hostile currents.

Moreover, Prophetic praises played a role in addressing sectarian
conflicts inherited by the Mamluks from the Fatimids, in an environment
marked by the rise of Sufism. Poets engaged in debates among Sunnis,
Shi‘is, and Sufis over issues such as prophetic inheritance, intercession,
and sainthood, thereby embedding clear doctrinal stances within their
poems. Thus, these texts functioned not only as works of art but also as
intellectual documents reflecting particular theological positions.

The praises also sought to rekindle Arab identity at a time when the
status of Arabs declined in comparison to non-Arabs, particularly the
Turks who had assumed power. This manifested in glorifying the Arab
lineage and eloquence of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him),
presenting him and his people as a source of pride, thereby reaffirming
cultural and national identity amidst political and social alienation.

Finally, Prophetic praises functioned as an effective medium for
presenting the Prophet (peace be upon him) as the perfect model of
morality, mercy, asceticism, and justice, in contrast to a harsh social
reality marked by oppression and extravagance. By depicting the
Prophet’s life in all its aspects, poets conveyed an ethical and educational
message urging a return to Islamic values in both individual and collective
conduct. Thus, Prophetic praises became a means of improving public
behavior, guiding communal conscience, and fostering values of reform,
solidarity, and compassion.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Prophetic praises in the
Mamluk era were not mere ornamental expressions or sentimental
outpourings, but rather deeply functional manifestations with vital social,
intellectual, and spiritual roles. They acted as a weapon against internal
and external challenges, helped preserve Islamic identity, strengthened
religious loyalty, and contributed to shaping a collective consciousness
capable of cohesion and endurance. Hence, Prophetic praises should be
regarded as a functional heritage deserving analytical reading for their
continuous civilizational, educational, and cultural significance.
Keywords: Social Functions, Prophetic Praise Poetry, Mamluk Era.
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