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The subject of this study is stela S.41 (CGC.20548), which was 

moved from the Egyptian Museum in Cairo to the Alexandria 

National Museum in 2003. The stela, was discovered by 

Auguste Mariette in 1861 during his work at the northern 

necropolis of Abydos.  The owner of the stela is Nkhty, son of 

Kdw, and his wife. He is depicted with his mother, wife, 

children, and grandchildren. The stela has a rounded top and is 

67cm in height, 36cm in width, and varies in thickness from 

2cm to 3cm (would be good to have a photo or drawing of the 

stela). This paper aims to publish and research a limestone 

funerary stele from Abydos, including a discussion of the 

meanings of the names and titles, copies and translations of the 

text, and comments on the stele's spelling peculiarities and 

marks. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The stela of Nkhty was kept in the Egyptian Museum (CGC. 20548) until 2003, when it was 

transferred to the Alexandria National Museum and registered under accession number S. 41. 

This rounded top stela was discovered by Auguste Mariette in 1861 in the northern necropolis 

of Abydos. This stela is numbered 624 in the Mariette catalogue (Mariette 1880, 149), and was 

discovered among many stelae he discovered while excavating at the site. The Mariette 

catalogue contains a detailed inventory of the portable antiquities uncovered during his Abydos 

excavations. The purpose of Mariette's catalogue was to report his discoveries at the Abydos 

ruins, introduce them with a brief description, and describe their basic characteristics. 

Mariette's discovery location notations are, at best, relatively generic—"northern cemetery—

northeastern zone," "middle cemetery—northern slope," and so on. Specific details like where 

a particular stela was uncovered, for example in, or near a tomb, or offering chapel, are 

unknown. As a result, there are no depictions of the stela from the Mariette’s time. Mariette 

only cites the stela’smaterial, measurements, and the hieroglyphic names (but not the phonetic 

pronunciation) of some of the people represented. William Kelly Simpson suggested in his 

seminal study about the middle Kingdom stelae found in the Northern Cemetery of Abydos 

specifically the area autside of and abutting on the northern end of the western enclosure wall 

of the osiris-wepwawet precinct that analyzing Middle Kingdom stelae from Abydos should 

begin with the idea that they were largely components of chapels built by or for individuals or 

a group. These individuals were able to forge and reap the benefits of "an eternal association 

with the mysteries of the local deities, at such time as they are celebrated",  (Simpson 1974). 
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Lange and Shäfer transcribed the hieroglyphs on the stela and provided photos of them. 

However, neither looked into the styles or contents of the inscriptions, nor did they translate 

any of them. (Lange, H. O., & Shäfer, H. 1902, Taf. XLIII) (Lange, H. O., & Shäfer, H. 1908, 

175- 177) (Lange, H. O., & Shäfer, H. 1925) The purpose of this study is to translate and 

comment on this stela by looking at its style, inscriptions, iconography, and epigraphy. 

1- Description (Fig.1): 

A rounded topped stela is made of painted limestone and in an excellent state of preservation. 

The front has a smooth and even surface, while the sides and back were left rough. The stela 

measures 67cm. in height and has a width of 36cm, and a thickness of between 2cm. to 3cm.  

Four registers are present on the front of the stela crowded with figures and texts, the figures 

and texts are surrounded by a black border and carved in sunk relief, the paint was then applied, 

paint colors are presented are white, black, yellow, green, and light reddish brown. The artist 

used the white color, which is dominant on the stele, to paint the men's kilts and all the women's 

dresses, black for all the men's and women's wigs, light yellow to define the women's bodies, 

and light reddish brown for the men's bodies. The main text begins below the Lunette in six 

horizontal lines in the first register of the stele. The artist separated the beginning of the text in 

the first register from the upper round part at the top of the stela with a thick black line and 

continued to make dividers in thick black between the first five horizontal lines. As for the 

divider between the last horizontal line of the text and the inscription in the three registers, he 

used light black. The owner and his wife seated in the second register facing an offering table 

and two sons who presented offerings and other two sons behind them. The third and fourth 

registers are occupied by the sons, mother and grandchildren of the deceased with their names. 

1.1. First register: 

At the top of the stela   is six horizontal lines of carved hieroglyphs, which read from right to 

left. The first five lines are coloured white, while the sixth line is coloured green. The text is 

an offering formula dedicated to Osiris. It reads as follow: 

 

 

(1) Htp di nsw Wsir nb 

(2) Ddw #nty-Imntyw 

(3) nTr aA nb AbDw di.f mw Hnk.t prt-xrw t Hnkt  

(4) iHw Apdw xA m Ss mnxt xt nb(.t) nfr(.t) wab(.t) sp-sn 

(5) pr.t m-bAH nTr aA m-xt Htp kA.f 
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(6) im n kA n imAxy Nxty ms n Kdw 
 

(1) An Offering which the King gives (to) Osiris Lord of (2) Busiris, Khenty- Amentiw  

(3) the great God, Lord of Abydos, that he may give invocation – Offerings of water, bread, 

and beer, (4) oxen and fowl, thousands of alabasters and clothing and everything good and 

Pure two times. (5) What has gone before the great god after his Ka has been satisfied (6) 

therewith, for the spirit of the honored Nkhty born of Kdw.  

  

1.2. Second register: 

The main scene of the stela depicts the deceased and his wife seated on a single Lion-legged 

Chair, facing right. The deceased wears a shoulder-length wig that exposes his ears, a tidy 

beard, broad-collar, and knee-length kilt. His left hand is on his chest, while his right hand is 

extended toward the offerings before him. His body is colored brown. His wife has her left 

hand on his left shoulder while her right hand is placed on his right shoulder. She is dressed in 

a long white tight-fitting dress and a long lappet wig that exposes her ears. Her body is colored 

yellow. There are no distinguishing facial features for either the owner nor wife and their 

children. The wife's name is written in front of her face in a vertical line that continues under 

her outstretched arms and reads: 

 

 
 Hmt.f mrt.f dwi 

 His wife, his beloved dwy. 

 

 
Behind the owner and his wife stands his son facing right. He wears a shoulder- length wig, 

projecting tapered kilt, with both his arms by his side. His name is written above him in three 

vertical lines from right to left: 

 

   
               sA.f mr.f id-iqr 

 His son his beloved Id-iqer excellent. 

  
 

Two of the deceased's sons are standing on the right, facing left, wearing a tapered kilts, and 

shoulder-length wigs. The first son offers a goose, holding its head in his right hand and its 

wings in the other hand. The second son offers a bird, holding it by his right hand, while his 

left arm is hanging by his side. Their names are above their heads, separated by a double vertical 

line. 

The name of the first son standing left incised in two horizontal lines rode from right to left: 
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sA.f mr.f anxw 
His beloved son Ankhw  

 

 

The name of the second son is inscribed in two horizontal lines. However,  it is clear that the 

writer had to go down a little behind the head of the son, Mentuhotep, to complete the writing 

of his name because there was not enough space to write the  sign  after the  sign in the 

name of Montu. Thereore, the name Hotep appears as if it is a vertical column separate from 

the name. 

 
 sA.f mr.f Mntw-@tp 

 His son, his beloved Montwhotep. 

 

 

There are a variety of offerings in front of the deceased and his wife, most of which are freely 

scattered and occupy the area between them and their two sons in front of them. The offerings 

from the top downwards are as follows: A colourful green lettuce with a white head, a bundle 

of green onions, two cucumbers (?) a round loaf of white bread, an oval loaf of yellow bread, 

and a crimson foreleg of an animal. Below these, and directly on the offering table is an ox 

head in white, a bird's head in yellow, and an oval loaf of bread.  There are two jars under the 

offering table, one on each side of the table leg. The vessel on the right is tall and oval and 

coloured black, while the red vessel on the left is spherical and has a short white stand, a short 

neck, and a wide mouth.   

1.3. Third register: 

This register depicts three sons of the deceased, along with the third son's wife, and his two 

sons. The three sons are on the right side of the register.  They are all facing right, wearing 

black shoulder length wigs, tapered kilts and their arms are hanging by their sides. Their bodies 

are colored brown. The name of each son is incised in front of his face. in a vertical line. 

Name of the first son:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sA.f mr.f sanx rn.f nxti 
His son,his beloved, who causes his name to live Nkhty. 

“Benefactor of the stele" 
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sA.f mr.f ptH-Htp 
His son, his beloved Ptah-hotep. 

 

 

 
 

 

4. The name of the third son (the last sign of his name does not survive): 

 
 
Under the name of the third son written only on with color an invocation offering is reading 

from the top to the bottom as follow: 

 

 

 

prt-xrw t Hnq.t iHw Apdw n kA.k  mH-sw? 

An invocation offering of bread, beer, oxen, and foul for the spirit of mH-sw? 

 

Behind the third son, is his wife who is kneeling and facing right. The text between the third 

son’s legs confirms that this woman is the son’s wife. She wears a long lappet wig, and a long 

–tight dress. Her left hand is resting on her breast, while her right arm hanging by her side. Her 

body is colord yellow. 

  

Her name reads as follow: 

 

 

Hmt.f Hnttw? 

His wife Hnttw ? 

 

 Behind the son Hfnr and his wife are two men. The name of the first is anxw, which is the same 

name as the son depicted in front of the deceased as he offers sacrifices to his father. It is likely 

that the two people pictured behind Hefner are his children and his wife, Hnttw. Therefore, it is 

more likely that they are the grandchildren of the deceased and not his son. Thus sA.f mr.f refers 

to Father Hefner, not Nxti, the owner of the stela. 

 

 

 

sA.f mr.f Hfnr ?      
His son, his beloved Hafner 
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sA.f mr.f anxw 

His son, his beloved Ankhw. 

 

 

 
sA.f mr.fsA-wp-wA.wt 

His son, his beloved wp- wawt sa 

 

 

 

 

1.4. Fourth register: 

This register depicts the mother of the deceased, along with his two daughters, and his three 

grandchildren. From right to left is the daughter of the deceased, his mother, another daughter 

followed closely by his three grandchildren (two girls and a boy). All women wear a long lappet 

wig, and a long white–tight dress. Their arms are by their side and they are colored yellow. 

The grandson is standing between his two sisters and is wearing a shoulder-length wig, tapered 

kilt, and his arms are by his side. 

 

 
sAt.f mrt.f kmti 

His daughter, his beloved Kemti. 

 

 

 
 

 

mwt.f kdw 

His mother qdw 
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sAt.f nxti 

His daughter Nkhti 

 

 

 
sAt.s anxt.s 

Her daughter Ankht.s. 

 

 
   

 
sAt.s dwi 

Her daughter Dwy. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is interesting about the names of the family members in the fourth register, are the writing 

of their names. The writing of the names of the three sons in the third registert, shows their 

ancestry related to their mother by using (sA.s and sAt.s,. This is in contrast to the remainder of 

the sons attributed to the father by using (sA.f and sAt.f) So I propose that the three children at 

the end of the fourth register are the grandchildren of the stela's owner and the children of his  

daughter named Nxty, who is standing behind the deceased's mother. It is noticeable that the 

features of the children's face were carved without showing any details, and sometimes, but not 

always, the eyes are highlighted by a recessed carving with a black color to define the eyes 

frame only. 

2. Comments of Stela – their style and text  

1) From the Middle Kingdom to the Roman Period, stela with a rounded top or circular lunettes 

was a popular design. (Müller 1993, 165-206) (Shaw, I., & Nicholson, P. 2002, 278) The stela's 

rounded top most likely mimics the arched vaults of burial chambers in Upper Egyptian rock-

cut tombs. The rounded top could also represent heaven and the route the deceased took to 

reach it. (El-Toukhy 2013, 131-137) 

2) The sequence of nsw+ Htp+ di is the usual in writing before the New Kingdom, and 

sA.s intf 
Her son Intef. 
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the arrangement of  Htp di nsw with the  t sign centered above  Htp   sign after the 

 nsw sign was common in the Twelfth Dynasty.  (Smither 1939, 34-37) (Barta 1968, 53, 72) 

(Vernus 1991, 141-152) (Grajetzki, Court Officials of Egyptian Middle Kingdom 2012, 36) 

 

3) The name of the gods Osiris and Khnty-Imntyw often occurred in the Eleventh and early 

Twelfth Dynasty written with the determinative  "  " and drops out later. (Bennett 1941, JEA 

27, 80) (Brovarski 1989, 837) 

4) The combination of the titles of Osiris nb Ddw#nty Imntyw nTr aA nb AbDw appears most 

commonly in the earlier part of the Twelfth Dynasty. (Bennett 1941, 80) (Satzinger 1969, 125) . 

Thus, in the Eleventh Dynasty these titles are usually written as nb Ddw, xnty-imntyw, nb AbDw. 
In the reign of Sesostris I the title nTr aA is added. At the time of Senusret III, all titles of Wsir 

were removed except for xnty imntyw. (Bennett 1941, 80) 

5) The Structure di.f mw Hnkt prt-xrw can be observed on a stela dating to the reign of Senweser 

I. (Simpson 1974) 

6) The phrase xt nbt nfr(.t) wab(.t) “all things good and pure” is first attested during the reign 

of Amenemhat I. (A. M. Blackman 1914, PL. IX) (Selim 2001, 326) (B. Abdel-Raziq 2013, 

279)Following that, the phrase  started to appear frequently in the offering formulae on stelae 

from the late Middle Kingdom. (Selim 2001, 326)  

7) The phrase n kA n first appeared in the Pyramid Texts and other texts of the Sixth Dynasty. 

It emerged once again in the reign of the King Intef III and occurred regularly  within the reign 

of Senowsret I. (Franke, JEA 89 2003, 54) (Demidchick 2015, 25-32) The epithet imAx was 

first attested at the beginning of the Fourth Dynasty (Fischer, Egyptian Studies III, Varia Nova, 

The Metropolitan museum of art 1996, 194). The datival n (not sure what this means? Is it a 

textual phrase?) was attested before the imAxw epithet during the Herakleopolitan period and 

the beginning of the Eleventh Dynasty (Spanel 1996, 768, n.11.). In the Eleventh Dynasty and 

usually in the reign of Sesostris I the deceased is designated imAxw, imAxy, etc. "honored one". 

(Doxey 1998, 94) During the Twelfth Dynasty, by the time of Ammenemes II kA n, is placed in 

front making kA n imAxw.(2) (Bennett 1941, 80) (Pflüger 1947, 133) . The phrase n kA n became 

widespread in the late Twelfth Dynasty (EL-Sayed 2013, 161-199) and became common in  the 

Thirteen Dynasty. (A. Ilin-Tomich 2012, 69-84.) (El-Shal 2015, 455-469) In the Eleventh 

Dynasty or later in the early Twelfth Dynasty, the offering formula is terminated with the dative 

construction n imAxy. (Selim 2001, 326) (Franke, JEA 89 2003, 48) 

8) The derivative   ms.n followed by the name of the mother is commonly used in the late 

Eleventh Dynasty until the late reign of king Senusret I (Schenkel 1962, 75 §27 b) and  

reappeared  in the 13th Dynasty. (Obsomer 1993, 170-180) (A. Ilin-Tomich 2017, 24-26) 

9) The phrase sanx rn.f "who causes his name to live" first appears in literature from the First 

Intermediate Period, though it wasn't used frequently enough until the Middle Kingdom. 

During the New Kingdom, its use continues to rise, only for it to sharply decline  (Nelson-

Hurst 2010, 13) 

3. Paleographical Notes: 

1) In the text on this stela the following signs , , , ,  ,  are written without 

any interior detail, which is most common in the Eleventh Dynasty (Fischer, ZÄS 100 1974, 

18) (Darnell 2008, 81-106) (Clère, J., and Vandier, J. 1948, §15, 16, 20, 23, 24, 25, 27. ), and 

early Twelfth Dynasty. (Simpson 1974, ANOC.6.1, Pl.15.) 

2) nb Ddw: The writing of    with two signs is a common occurance in the 

Eleventh Dynasty and the reign of Sesostris I. (Bennett 1941, 78)This title spreads into the 
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Twelfth Dynasty. (Selim 2001, 254) 

3) Since the end of the Eleventh Dynasty and into the beginning of the Twelfth Dynasty, the 

names of the cities are written in all its alphabets, ending with the determinative of the city, 

letter  as determinative, and strock sign . The reason for using  at the end of the name of 

the city as a determinative may be related to the tendency to construct place names in a feminine 

way. (Schenkel 1962, 40 §10 d) 

4) The vertical placement of the aA-sign in  nTr aA nb AbDw indicates the early Middle 

Kingdom during the Eleventh Dynasty, as well as the early Twelfth Dynasty under the reign of 

Senwosret I. (Schenkel 1962, 30, §4b.) 

 
5) Stroke (Z1) gradually becomes more common in the post-Old Kingdom period, and the texts 

of the early Twelfth Dynasty and in some cases includes its use as a determinative (Schenkel 

1962, 32-33 § 5) which, is evident in some of the words on this stele such as , , 

, ,  

6) The stroke stick as a determinative is carved out short and looks like a double line in the 

words Abdw, Ss, under the preposition n in n kA n and the compound preposition m-bAH. 

7) The beer jug appears in the phrase prt-xrw as the word Hnqt in the form of a normal jar. 

(Azzam 2008, 71) At the end of the Eleventh Dynasty this sign was commonly replaced with 

the more modern form of beer jug. (Brovarski 1989) (Spanel 1996, fig. 2, 3.). In the phrase prt-
xrw, the sign xrw is bonded to the top of the sign pr, the form of the two signs joined at the top 

was repeated at the early Twelfth Dynasty. (Simpson 1974, ANOC.6.1,Pl. 15.)  

8) The writing of and  without the plural sign  was common in the Twelfth Dynasty. 

(SATZINGER 1997, 177-188) 

9) A papyrus scroll is shown in the shape,  or in the early Twelfth Dynasty. The oldest 

dated  stela is C1 in the Louvre Museum. (Schenkel 1962, 28) (Simpson 1974, ANOC. 6.2,Pl. 

14).  On this stela there are hardly any modifications in the paleography of the papyrus scroll 

from the Old Kingdom until the end of the Eleventh Dynasty. A papyrus scroll is shown in 

profile with a mud-lump seal on top of the hieroglyph. The papyrus scroll hieroglyph only has 

one or two ties prior to the Twelfth Dynasty in a very small number of peculiar and 

experimental cases. There is suddenly a shift at some time during the reign of Amenemhat I. 

Simple forms of the papyrus scroll and the invocation offering formula continue to be used, 

butmore complex redactions are frequently seen. Early in the Twelfth Dynasty, the papyris 

srcoll gains one or two ties. (Spanel 1996, 767-768.) 

  

10) The name of the owner's mother is written with an incorrect determinative, as it was written 

with the determinative of God . It was supposed to be written with determinative of a 

woman . In the early Twelfth Dynasty, the determinative  was written as a variant or an 

alternative to and it may be why the determinative  was written instead of . (Schenkel 

1962, 44§13e)Schenkel and Ilin-Tomich claim that in the Middle Kingdom, names are not 

followed by the determinatives of the sitting man or woman. The Twelfth and Thirteenth 

Dynasties are only partially used here as examples. On the other hand, this usage increased in 

popularity throughout the Second Intermediate Period. (A. Ilin-Tomich 2017, 23-24.) 

11) The name of the second son Montu-Hotep in the second register is inscribed in two 

horizontal lines, but it is clear that the writer had to go down a little behind the head of the son, 

Mentuhotep, to complete the writing of his name. This was because there was not enough space 
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to write the sign   after the  sign in the name of Montu. Therefore, the name Hotep 

appeared as if it is a vertical column separate from the name 

12) Mwt.f in the fourth register is written as  not  with  sign not  sign.  

4.General commentary: 

The iconography and style of the stela support a date to the early part of the Twelfth Dynasty. 

Some characteristics of the stela are similar to a collection of stelae from Abydos that (add first 

name) Rita Freed has determined to be the work of a single workshop. (Freed 1996, 317- 320) 

Regarding the appearance of the deceased who has tiny almond-shaped eyes without eyebrows 

or cosmetic lines, a small nose, either pointed or pug, and a narrow mouth with a slit in it, Most 

of the stelae of this type include one or more registers of auxiliary individuals, usually described 

as family members, in addition to the primary seated pair. In most instances, they stand with 

both hands at their sides or with one hand raised in a gesture of worship. Auxiliary figures are 

seen undertaking activities such as carrying offerings on a small number of stelae. Low, very 

flat relief is also characteristic of this time. 

On all the dated stelae from the time of Sesostris I, the wife of the owner is seen seated or 

standing behind him and clasping him. On stelae of the Eleventh Dynasty, women are depicted 

as being the most significant of all the family members. Women holdonto this position until the 

reign of Amenemmus II, but later they fade into the background under Sesostris III and 

Amenommes III. (Pflüger 1947, 128-129.) 

Children are largely depicted in the same inclination. On stelae of the Eleventh Dynasty, they 

are the only members of the owner's family other thantheir motherwho are noteworthy. They 

even seem to play a little more important role during the reigns of Sesostris I and Amenemme 

I. However, during the reign of Sesostris III and Amenemme III, they, like their mother, fade 

into the background. (Pflüger 1947, 129) 

The lotus seat ornament, which is distinctive of the Old Kingdom, depicted without a back 

support, and is still shown on stelae from the 11th Dynasty. This seat is still common under the 

reign of Sesostris I, it becomes less common during Amenemmes II, and finally vanishes under 

Sesostris III. From the reign of Amenemmes III, there are not many examples of this image. 

(Pflüger 1947, 130) 

Men depicted on the stele (the deceased and his sons) are not wearing anklets or bracelets. 

Men's anklets and bracelets were quite common in the Eleventh Dynasty but became much less 

common under Sesostris I. They are no longer seen on stelae from the reigns of Sesostris III 

and Amenemmes III. (Pflüger 1947, 130) 

The very broad lines, which give the effect of double lines, suggest a date in the Eleventh 

Dynasty (Fischer, Inscriptions from the Coptite Nome Dynasties VI-XI 1964, 99,no,1) and 

continued into the early Twelfth Dynasty (put the Fischer reference here). (Simpson 1974, 

ANOC4.3 CGC.20542, ANOC4.4 CGC.20561, Pl. 11; ANOC 5.1 BM.572, ANOC 5.2, Pl. 12.) 

The similarities between the reliefs on the stele and the style of king Mentuhotep II at the end 

of the Eleventh Dynasty is particularly close, for example the wide shoulders and the narrow 

waists. The folded elbows are pointed, the outstretched hands have long fingers, and the knees 

are depicted with triangular marks in incredibly low relief. (E.F. Marochetti 2010, 19, figs 27-

30) 

The common dress for women during the Middle Kingdom was a long, narrow dress that started 

at the chest, with one or sometimes two straps coming out to secure the dress at the shoulder.  

(Staehelin 1966) (Abd-Elaal 1995, 59) (Green 2001) (A. Ilin-Tomich 2011, 117-126.) 

The style of wigs was generally limited during the Middle Kingdom, in the form of strands 

pulled from front to back, falling over the back long, and a strand falling from behind the ear 

to the chest. (Abd-Elaal 1995, 57) (A. Ilin-Tomich 2011, 117-126.) 
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Regarding men's clothing during the Twelfth Dynasty, more than one shape of the kilt was 

common among men, including a short kilt with a triangular front end. Shoulder-length wigs 

are characteristic of this period, as is the trim beard. (Abd-Elaal 1995, 80) 

The shape of the seat did not change from what it was during the Eleventh Dynasty, and it 

remained popular during the Twelfth Dynasty, where the seat has legs that resemble the legs of 

a lion and ends with a short armrest.  (Abd-Elaal 1995, 69) 
 

5. Genealogy: 
The stele provides information regarding the genealogy of the family covering four 

generations. From the text on the stele, a possible genealogy of the family of Nxty can be 

described in the following illustration. 

 

 
 

6. Names: 

Nxt.i: is a common name for men in the Middle Kingdom. (Ranke 1935, 212, no.1) Among the 

names that were repeated on Middle Kingdom stelae in Abydos, for example the stela of the 

Overseer of Cattle Nakhty, now at Chasworth Museum (Müller 1993, 187, fig. 11) (Lichtheim 

1988, 76- 77, No. 26); (Newberry 1895, Tf. 29); CGC. 20012 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 

1902, 11- 13); CGC. 20057 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 68- 69).  Nxt.i also is a common 

female name in the Middle Kingdom. (Ranke 1935, 212, no.1) for example: CGC. 20112 

(Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 134- 135); CG. 20167 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 

198- 199); CGC. 20180 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 210- 211) 

The name of the deceased appears twice on the stele. The first time as the name of the owner 

of the stele and the second time as the name of one of his sons (there is a high probability that 

it is the eldest son of the deceased)., It is likely that the eldest son commissioned the setla in 

order to commemorate his memory. This proposition is largely confirmed because he bears the 

title “Benefactor of the stela".  

MnT.w-Htp.w: Common male and female name in the Old and Middle Kingdom, and also in the 

Late Period. (Ranke 1935, 154, no. 21)  It is among the names repeated on Middle Kingdom 

stelae in Abydos, can be seen for example on the stela of the priest Montuhotep, which is 

preserved in the Cambridge, Fitzwilliam Museum E. 9.1922. (W. M. Petrie 1925, 10, Pl. XVI, 

XXII-XXIII) (Lichtheim 1988, 68- 69, No. 27) 
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For example to MnT.w-Htp.w as a feminine name: CGC.20063 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 

1902, 77- 79); CGC.20134 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 157- 158) 

anxwis also a common male and female name in the Middle Kingdom. (Ranke 1935, 68, no. 

6.) The name appears on the stela twice. The first time, in the second register in front of the 

deceased who is his son and who offers sacrifices to his father. The second time, it appears is 

in the third register behind the couple (Hfnr and his wife Hnttw). It is among  names that were 

repeated on Middle Kingdom stelae, for example: CGC.200181 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 

1902, 211) 

Id-iqr: may be iqr here epithet to the name Id or, or this is a male compound name used in the 

Middle Kingdom. (Ranke 1935, 53, no.13)   

PtH-Htp: means "ptah be merciful", is used as a male name in in the Middle Kingdom, and 

became common during the Late Period. (Ranke 1935, 258, no. 6.) 

Ranka gave a transliteration to this name as Htp-ptH, He considered that the two names  

(Ranke 1935, 258. no. 6) and  (Ranke 1935, 141, no. 5) were different in transliteration 

and meaning, so he gave the first name the transliteration Htp-ptH and the translation "ptah be 

merciful", while the second name gave it the transliteration PtH-Htp.w and the translation "ptah 

is satisfied". While the researcher believes that there is no difference between the two names, 

the most likely possibility is that the writer of the second name wrote the name of the god first 

for preference. 

Hnttw: female name used in the Middle Kingdom.  (Ranke 1935, 245, no.15.) Ranke assumes 

it may be the same name  HnTw. (Ranke 1935, 245, no. 16) Ranka's assumption seems 

close to being correct, especially if we consider that the sign , which has the transliteration 

Hn is represented here by the letters  and that the writer made a mistake and did not write 

the letter  and wrote the letters  instead. 

%A-wp-wA.wt:  is a common male name in the Middle Kingdom. (Ranke 1935, 281, no.15) It is 

among the names repeated on Middle Kingdom stelae, for example: CGC.20168 (Lange, H. 

G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 199- 200) ; 20547 (Lange, H. O., & Shäfer, H. 1908, 173- 175). 

Qmti:  is a female name used in the Middle Kingdom, and is repeated on stelae from that period. 

(Ranke 1935, 334, no.15.) , for example: CGC.20568 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, H. 1902, 205- 

207) 

Qdw: This is a male name used during the Old (Couyat-Barthoux, Jules & Montet, Pierre 1912, 

No.107, Z. 22) and Middle kingdom, and Feminine name during Middle Kingdom (Ranke 

1935, 337, no. 12). 

anx.tisi: This name is used in the Middle Kingdom as a female name. (Ranke 1935, 68, no. 24.) 

and is repeated  on Middle Kingdom stelae, for example: CGC.20167 (Lange, H. G., & Schäfer, 

H. 1902, 198) 

In-it.f: is a common male and female name in the Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms, and is 

repeated on Middle Kingdom stelae from Abydos. (Ranke 1935, 34, no.1.).  for example, the 

stela of the overseer of district Intef which preserved now at Leiden Museum, Leiden V.6. 

(Lichtheim 1988, 111- 113, No.48) Stele of the troop commander Intef, preserved in Ny 

Carlsberg Glyptothek Inv.963 (Clére 1931, 424- 447) (Lichtheim 1988, 62 63, No. 24) 

(Grajetzki, "Notes on administration in the Second Intermediate Period" 2010, 305-312) 

Dwi: is a female name used in the Middle and New Kingdom. (Ranke 1935, 399, no.3.) and is 

repeated  Middle Kingdom stelae , for example: (N. d. Davies 1920, 30, Tf. 25)CGC.20615 

(Lange, H. O., & Shäfer, H. 1908, 255) 

The owner's wife and his granddaughter have the same name. This means that the 

granddaughter was named after her maternal grandmother. 

Hfnr: is a male name and is not identified in Ranke. Perhaps because it is an uncommon name. 
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Also, the last sign of the name is not completely clear on the stela. 

7. Dating: 

 Most of the paleographic and epigraphic features of this stele indicate a date of the early 

Twelfth Dynasty. Its approximate dating is possible based on stylistic and orthographic criteria. 

Its general format, and the terminology of the offering formula, place the stela within the early 

Twelfth Dynasty, and the orthography for  and were used almost 

continuously during the early Twelfth Dynasty. Other criteria, such as the writing of the divine 

name Osiris Khnty Imntyw with a determinative , written the name of Ddw with doubled . 

The combination of the titles of Osiris nb Ddw#nty Imntyw nTr aA nb AbDw,the use of 

hieroglyphs, and the writing of di.f mw hnkt prt-xrw  and n kA n, are names  not followed by 

the determinatives  of the sitting man or woman. The offering formula is terminated with the 

dative construction n imAxy, is consistent with this, as is the rounded top of the stela, which 

was more common in the early twelfth Dynasty. 

The stele is similar in style, shape of inscriptions, and some of the paleography to stela 

CGC.20542 which is also dated to the early Twelfth Dynasty.    
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Fig.1. Stella of Nkhty in the Alexandria National Museum, S. 41 (CGC. 20548) 

Photograph by Mohamed Fawzy & Laila Elkoney 
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Fig.1a. Stella of Nkhty in the Alexandria National Museum, S. 41 (CGC. 20548) 

Facsimile by Heba Elgendy 
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 بالأسكندرية،المتحف القومي في  Nxty نشورة للمدعولوحة غير م

S.41 (CGC.20548) 
 

  الملخص

 

 S.41موضوع هذه المقالة هو نشر ودراسة اللوحة الجنائزية رقم 

بالمتحف القومي بالأسكندرية والتي كانت محفوظة قبل ذلك في 

، وهي عبارة CGC.20548 المتحف المصري بالتحرير تحت رقم 

عن لوحة جنائزية من الحجر الجيري ذات قمة مستديرة كشف عنها 

مارييت في أبيدوس. صاحب اللوحة هو نختي ابن كدو، وصور على 

وزوجته وأبناؤه وأحفاده( يبلغ طول  والدتهاللوحة المتوفى وعائلته ) 

كما  سم. 3إلى  2سم وسمكها يتراوح بين 36سم وعرضها  67اللوحة 

مقال إلى مناقشة معاني الأسماء والألقاب ونسخ النص ف الديه

وترجمته والتعليق على السمات الهجائية وأشكال العلامات. تؤرخ 

الوحة بالفترة المبكرة من الأسرة الثانية عشر بناءا على سمات التهجئة 

  للنص والاسلوب الفني وأشكال العلامات.
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