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Abstract

Reference is an important means of textual cohesion. It
preserves the structure and regularity of the text, and the
coherence of its beginning with its end through the use of
certain elements, which the text’s author uses when he finds
himself forced to return to the basic elements in the sentence,
instead of repeating them in the text more than once. It saves
the author of the text from repetition and achieves the principle
of verbal brevity and linguistic economy. This research
examines the concept and nature of referral, whether it is an
old term or a product of the modern era, what are the basic
elements on which the referral structure is based, what is the
nature of the relationship that links these elements, and what
are the features that characterize the referral structure. Hence
the importance of this topic, the nature of which required
reliance on the descriptive approach, and it came in three axes:
the first axis in the emergence of the term, the second axis in
the concept of “reference” in language and terminology, and
the last axis in the basic elements on which the referral is
based, and the relationship that links Among them, and the
nature of the referential structure: semantic and syntactic, as
an important means of achieving textual cohesion. The
research concluded that the term “referral” is old; However, it
did not appear in its broad textual meaning except in the
modern era, and the referential structure is based on
referential elements and indicative elements, the latter of which
has a high value. It is considered the interpreter and judge of
the referential elements. The research also concluded that the
referential structure is flexible and allows for multiple
referential and indicative elements, which require conformity.
It is a semantic relationship.

Keywords: Elements of textual cohesion, Referral,
Referential elements, Referential structure.
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