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The Role of Rural Women in Rationalizing Water Consumption -A Field Study in
Two Villages of Beheira Governorate

Norhan A. E. Elshikh
Rural Development Lecturer, Faculty of Agriculture, Alexandria University
ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the extent to rural women rationalize water consumption,and to know some of the economic and social
characteristics of rural women,and to reach the relationship between the extent to rural women rationalize water consumption and their
economic and social characteristics,and to achieve this,a field study was conducted in Beheira Governorate,and the Abu Homs Center,Then
Two villages were selected on the basis of the level of human development to represent the high and low level,this villages was AlHarfa and
Tolompat halk AlJamal. The number of sample items was divided on the two villages according to the number of families in each village,and
the sample size was determined, which is 316 women according to the equation of Craigsy and Morgan.To achieve this study,a questionnaire
was designed and collected by the personal interview.The results showed that the independent variables that have a significant relationship
with the dependent variable are the age of the respondent,the typeof family,the official educational level of the respondent,the official
educational level of the husbandthe husband's profession,leadership abilitythe levelof membership in non-governmental
organizations.Levelof satisfaction with public services in the village,degree of belonging to the local community,level of awareness of the
problemof water shortage ,The independent variables that have no significant relationship with the dependent variable are the number of
children,the type of village,the profession of the respondent,the levelof geographical openness,the levelof cultural openness,the economic
levelof the family. The study ended with recommendations to raise the level of rural women in rationalizing water consumption.

Keywords: Rural Women, Rationalization of Consumption, Water Consumption.
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