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Abstract:
The Commercial Activities of Consuls Accredited to Egypt
in the 18th Century

Economics plays a vital role in history; some even
prioritize it over politics, considering it the primary driver of
significant historical events. Trade, especially international
trade, is prominent among its economic counterparts. This
research attempts to monitor and trace the aspects of
commercial activities of foreign consuls in Egypt during the
18th century in their various aspects, especially in light of the
complex relations of some consuls with the ruling elite, such
as the Venetian consul Carlo Rossetti, who was linked to the
Mamluk beys, and played an essential role in opening the Red
Sea route to international trade north of Jeddah, even
establishing a commercial house there, and effectively
contributed to guiding the foreign and commercial policy of
Ali Bey al-Kabir (1768-1773).

In general, we can classify the commercial activities of
the consuls during the 18th century into five categories. The
first 1s the trade of textiles, leather, and dyeing materials, where
the consuls engaged in the trade of fabrics, such as jute, linen,
and wool; they were also interested in the trade of cattle hides
and did not neglect dyeing materials, such as natron, and

indigo.
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The second category deals with the trade of food and
beverages, such as wheat, rice, spices, cloves, and coftee. The
third category 1s dedicated to human beings, where the consuls
practiced the trade of slaves or the ransom of prisoners.

The fourth category dealt with the activities of the
consuls in maritime transport and the supervision of ship
loading and guaranteeing it. Finally, the fitth category sheds
light on the activities of the consuls in terms of loans and real
estate investments.

Key words:
Egypt, Consuls, 18th Century, Commercial Activities.
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