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Continental Frameworks for Maritime Security Protection in
Africa: Ambitions and Challenges
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Abstract

Africa's maritime domain is extremely important for the development of African
economies, as more than two-thirds of its energy supplies and about 90% of Africa's
trade take place through the sea. In this context, any disruption or inefficiency in the
African maritime field will have a huge impact on the economies of many African
countries. In light of the increasing threats to African maritime security, the African
Union adopted the Integrated Maritime Strategy for Africa 2050, in 2012, in an attempt
to address Africa’s maritime challenges in order to achieve sustainable development
and enhance competitiveness. Moreover, in 2016, African leaders adopted the African
Charter for Maritime Security, Safety and Development in Africa, known as the Lomé
Charter, with the aim of exploiting African maritime resources in a sustainable manner,
and coordinating cooperation between African countries to combat crimes and make
the best use of the African maritime space. Based on the theoretical statements of
Alfred Thayer Mahan and Geoffrey till regarding maritime security, this study aims to
analyse these two documents to identify the most prominent pledges contained within
each of them, as well as to follow up on what was implemented on the ground. The
study concluded that there are challenges that have prevented the implementation of
much of what was stated within the framework of these two documents, which made it
difficult to achieve the goals declared within each of them. Perhaps this is what requires
concerted efforts from all stakeholders in order to overcome the obstacles and achieve
the desired goals of the 2050 Strategy and the Lomé Charter. It also requires researchers
to study the factors causing weak commitment to what is stated in the continental
frameworks for protecting maritime security, and to provide Proposals to overcome
them.

Key words: Maritime security- maritime terrorism- piracy- 2050 Strategy- Lomé
Charter.
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