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Abstract

This critical study revolves around the novel (Black Taste, Black Smell) by the Yemeni writer Ali
Al-Mugri, through which he addresses the issue of (identity fragmentation) in Yemeni society. The
issue of (identity fragmentation) was presented through the novelist’s focus on several elements
that were able to clearly convey the issue to the recipient, including: the character, and the
character - as is known about it - is the backbone of the novel, as it is the most realistic element of
the narrative, in addition to the characters’ interrogation of the opinions that the novelist wants. To
reach the recipient easily and conveniently Her opinions and beliefs varied, as did the ways in
which they were presented in the novel. There were extremist identity characters who, from the
first lines of the novel, adopted the idea of rejecting the unfree Yemeni (the servant), considering
him a race different from the Yemeni (the free), and striving to eliminate him as long as he stood
in the way of their desires and beliefs. There were other personalities who were in complete
contrast, and sought to try to merge the Akhdam through marriage class with the Ahrar, and link
them. Hence, it was necessary to have a place where these diverse characters lived, and as the
characters were diverse, the places were also diverse, but they were within the borders of Yemeni
society and its governorates, so the fictional places were limited to the Yemeni environment and
the city.
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Research sources translated into English

Black Taste, Black Smell novel: Ali Al-Maqri, Dar Al-Saqi, Beirut, 2008

Adel Neel: The aesthetics of narrative text, a critical vision in the works of Amin
Youssef Ghorab, Egyptian General Book Authority, Cairo, first
edition, 2015

Ali Qasim Al-Bakali: Yemen Identity and Civilization - History Course -, Studies,
Book Exchange, Cairo, first edition, 2018.

Hassan Bahrawi: The Structure of the Novel Form, Arab Cultural Center, Beirut-
Casablanca, first edition, 1990.

Ibtisam Al-Mutawakkil: The founding beginnings of the short story in Yemen
(research), Story Club, Almqah, pp. 82, 83, (ed. T).
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Idris Al-Khadrawi: History and the Narrative of Identity, in the book Identity and
Imagination in the Algerian Novel, published by the Directorate of
Culture and the Association of People of the Pen in Setif, Algeria,
2007.

Muhammad Abdel Muttalib: The Rhetoric of Feminist Narrative, Critical
Writings Series, General Authority for Cultural Palaces, Cairo, first
edition 2007.

Muhammad Abd al-Wahab al-Shaibani: Writing narratives in Yemen over seven
decades, a research entitled (Approaches to Discourse and
Manifestations of Glorification), AlMagah, (D. T.).

Muhammad Amara: The Crisis of Contemporary Islamic Thought, Middle East
Publishing House, Cairo, first edition, 1990.

Sawsan Naji: Writing the Self as a Reading in the Discourse of Identity, Egyptian
General Book Authority, Cairo, first edition, 2017.

Suhair Rashad Al-Samman: The Yemeni Novel in the Third Millennium,
Narrative Techniques and World Vision (A Study of Examples of the
New Yemeni Novel), Dar Al-Nabigha for Publishing and
Distribution, Cairo, first edition, 2023.

Shawqi Badr Youssef: Novelist Manifestations, Studies in the Arabic Novel,
Literary Studies Series, Egyptian General Book Authority, Cairo,
first edition, 2017.

Yassin Al-Nusair: The Novel and the Place: A Study of the Novelist Place,
Nineveh Publishing House, Damascus, second edition, 2010.

Youssef Nofal: The Joy of Narration according to Muhammad Qutb and Fouad
Qandil, Story Club, Cairo, first edition, 2008.

Youssef Nofal: The Art of Contemporary Arab Narrative, Dar Al-Alam Al-Arabi,
Cairo, second edition, 2019.

Zaki Naguib Mahmoud: An Arab between Two Cultures, Dar Al-Shorouk for
Printing and Publishing, Cairo, second edition, 1993.

George Lukécs: Studies in Realism, published by: Naif Ballour, Ministry of
Culture Publications, Damascus, second edition, 1972.

Joseph Exner: The Poetics of Novel Space, published by Lahcen Hamama, Africa
East, Casablanca, first edition, 2003.
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JB Coldenstein: The Narrative Space, from the book “The Narrative Space”,
published by: Abdel Rahim Hazal, East Africa, Casablanca, first
edition, 2002.

Lynn Olpetrend and Lizzie Lewis: Al-Wajeez fi Study of Stories, edited by: Dr.
Abdul-Jabbar Al-Muttalabi, Small Encyclopedia Series, No. (127),
Baghdad, 1982.

Ageel Abdul Hussein Khalaf: The character in the novel (Zainab, Mary, and
Yasmine) by Maysloun Hadi, research on location, formation, and
connotation/

Ibrahim Mustafa Al-Hamad: The body as narrator and recipient of reading in the
novel (The Lock of My Heart), Research Journal of the College of
Basic Education, University of Mosul, Baghdad, Volume 12, Issue 1,
2012.

Nabil Saleh Wafi: The concept of identity in light of the crisis of one cultural
identity, Affairs of the Age Magazine, Yemen, Volume 13, Issue 34,
September 2009.

Ramadan Ali Abboud: The aesthetics of narrative composition in the novel Shores
of Blood...Shores of Salt by the writer Ibrahim Hassan Nasser, a
reading of the techniques of narrative narration, Tikrit University
Journal of Science (Baghdad), Volume 18, Issue 10, November, 2011

Samar Rawhi Al-Faisal: Building the Novelist Place (the Syrian Novel as a
Model), Al-Mawqif Al-Adabi Magazine, Syria, Issue 306, October
1996

Basra Journal of Arts, Baghdad, Issue 71, 2014.

Fatma Hassan Muhammad Al-Mawardy: Master’s thesis entitled (The Novels of
Muhammad Kamal Muhammad: A Study in Narrative Structure),
Fayoum University, Faculty of Arts, 2012.
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