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Abstract:

The present paper addresses itself to the internal political
developments in Laos during the period from 1960 to 1962, during
which time the events of the civil war- that had started in 1953-
escalated dramatically between the different Laotian factions
contending for power. In this context, the current study is an attempt
to investigate and scrutinize these developments against the available
documents. The study concluded that the escalation of the war events
began specifically in August 1960 after Captain Kong Le Stages had
overthrown the then-existing government in the hope that he would
end the civil war. Nevertheless, this had never materialized, and the
war events were intensified instead in such a way that the internal
political situations in Laos grew undesirable. After the coup, all the
Laotian factions conflicted to seize power and they wanted to achieve
this in any way, whether by relying on military solutions or by
resorting to peaceful means. As such, this state of instability had
continued until June 1962, in which year a coalition government was
formed and headed by Souvanna Phouma in such a way that included
all the factions in Laos.

Key Terms: Laos, Laotian Civil War, Souvanna Phouma’s

Government, Boun Oum’s Government.
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