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Abstract:

The German traveler Ulrich Jasper Seetzen ventured after long

hesitation to come to Egypt in the middle of 1807 during his third and
last trip to the Near East. Despite his studies of medicine, he was very
fond of the eastern and ancient Egyptian civilizations in particular. He
was also fond of collecting manuscripts and archaeological artifacts
from all countries of the Near East, and carried them with him or sent
them with another party to his city Gotha in the German region of
Saxony. Seetzen left a large wealth of his personal diaries and letters,
as well as ancient Egyptian and Eastern manuscripts and antiquities,
all of which are currently deposited in the Gotha Municipal Library,
which we relied on in writing this study.
Seetzen spent about two years in Egypt, when he left in the middle of
1809 with the Hajj season to visit Mecca and Medina, disguised
among the pilgrims as an Iraqi Shiite pilgrim. During the period of
this traveler's stay in Egypt, he wandered between the cities and
villages of Lower Egypt only, without being able to visit Upper Egypt,
due to the instability of the security situation there and the continuous
skirmishes between Muhammad Ali's forces and the Mamluks who
opposed him until that time. In addition to his observations about the
Egyptian society in Cairo and the Delta, without several proposals for
projects that help improve the condition of the residents of Cairo, he
also wrote about the signs of modernization, which Muhammad Ali
took to implement, and expressed his regret for what he witnessed of
the mistreatment of Egyptian women from his point of view. Seetzen's
life came to an unfortunate end in Yemen when the imam ordered his
men to kill him in a very chaotic circumstance in 1811.
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