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Abstract : 

The study deals with the analysis of the novel "al-ismaili" by "abdul 

wahed al-ansari" in light of the post-modern theory of reality and the 

relationship between it and the language of narrative, after the 

development of structuralist and post-structuralist critical propositions 

and the consideration that traditional methods of expression are 

linguistically incomplete in expressing the contradictory external 

world. Consequently, postmodern novels turned to their language, 

secrets, and inner world for such expression rather than the outside 

world. The study benefits from linda hutcheon's classification of self-

reflection, its forms, and the mechanisms of its manifestations in 

texts, with a focus on highlighting the difference between the concept 

of reflexivity and the term "meta-narrative". In the applied part, the 

study adheres to the method of technical descriptive analysis of the 

levels of meta-narrative in "al-ismaili’s" novel, within which worlds 

that are similar but at the same time different from each other were 

created. Although they reflect each other, they are not a one-to-one 

reflection or of external reality. These worlds were represented by the 

implicit world of the author, the world of narrative text, and the world 

of the external recipient. The study argues that the concern of the 

novelist/journalist "al-ansari" was intentionally designed to be 

educational so that it my present his critical visions from behind the 

veil of the meta-narrative to escape any criticism from the critical 

arena that the text had invaded. 

Keywords: meta-narrative, postmodern theory, self-reflexivity, 

the saudi novel, abdul wahed al-ansari. 
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