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.Features of dystopia and its manifestations in the Iraqi theater
"Corrupt City Texts"
Abstract:

The influence of contemporary literature on social variables has become a
feature that characterizes literary works in general. Most of the writers
deliberately drew their material from the prevailing social and human events,
and their texts were only a reflection of life in all its aspects. Cities had a major
role in this regard since ancient times, as they were formulated in the form of
utopia or the virtuous city. In the past, as for the dystopia or the corrupt city,
which is now disturbing the lives of its inhabitants, it has invaded contemporary
Arabic literature, and the texts of “The Corrupt City” by the writer Ali Abd al-
Nabi al-Zaidi are ably considered a dystopian text, in which the writer touched
on the social, human and political conditions in Irag, and he dealt with ideas
such as dehumanization, injustice and oppression, and the impact of this on the
transformation of society into a group of mutants after they lost their humanity
.in their dystopian cities

The study adopted modern criticism approaches, including the structural
approach as an approach for analyzing the theatrical texts of the study sample.
:The study reached a number of results, the most important of which are

The texts of Abd al-Nabi al-Zaidi expressed cases of despair in the face of
violence, chaos and repression in dystopian cities, and it was not al-Zaidi’s
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concern to monitor the political situation in isolation from his reality, so his
plays came to bear a picture of all the social, psychological and political aspects
and their impact on the souls of citizens, which generated a state of mistrust
and disintegration social structures, and Al-Zaidi's steps brilliantly extrapolated
.the future through the living reality of the masses

Al-Zaidi linked the phenomenon of dystopia to waiting, and made the
characters wait for nothing from the beginning of the play until its end, and this
is what we find in Umm Sharp’s play, and the ten-minute war play, so he played
on the theme of the long-awaited absent, present character. under the wish
.value

Al-Zaidi's titles carried strong connotations in connection with the content of
his plays. His ten-minute war in the title ignited in the recipient's soul a passion
to uncover its secret, its sides and results, despite its limited ten minutes.
Likewise, the shock of the thick mustache in the face of the woman in the play
Umm Mustache, what is his secret? Then his fictional drama, in which he
weaves its borders between reality and imagination, in which he breaks the
lines between the reasonable and the unreasonable in college, to expose the
.crimes of dictatorship

The dystopian characters in the theatrical texts - the study sample - varied
between three sections, so the authoritarian character represented by the
dictator in a fictional drama play that took place in appeared, and the
contradictory character in the father figure in the Ten Minute War play, and the
character who does not belong to the dystopian reality represented by the wife
in the play Um Sharp with her separation About the reality under pressure
.waiting

Al-Zaidi deliberately obscured the meaning of names in his plays, so he
named most of his characters with symbolic names: “He, the son of a widow,
Umm Sharp, a young woman, a general...” This is to give his plays a dimension
through which he was able to break the element of time and met with the
limitedness of the name and close it to a specific name, to confirm that His
characters are a general human condition experienced by the homelands that
carries with it all contradictions, as well as for Al-Zaidi to confirm that names
and titles have become worthless in a society in which the value of man has
.been abolished
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Al-Zaidi succeeded, through his description of the place, in revealing its
influence on the souls of his characters and highlighting its appropriate
characteristics for them, and the distortions that befell them as a result of their
.lives inside it
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