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Abstract:

This study aims to highlight the importance of ecological compatibility in
traditional architecture and to analyze, document, and preserve it. The old town of Ras
Al Khaimah, the center of Ras Al Khaimah city, was selected as the case study.
Ecological compatibility is defined as the harmonious relationship between owners, the
environment, and architecture. From these factors, the study identifies standards of
compatibility in traditional architecture, which include alignment with the land,
architecture, climate, and people, thereby shaping the identity of the region in all its
details.

The study also considers the experiences of the Dubai Municipality in preserving
environmental compatibility in the Al Fahidi and Al Shindagha neighborhoods, which
are coastal areas located along the creek. The methodology includes several steps:
decision-making, which involves collecting information about the site, goals, and
compatibility factors; and implementation, which encompasses planning, evaluation,
documentation, design, and restoration.

Compatibility standards were applied to identify key conservation points related
to each standard, and the associated procedures were reviewed. The study ultimately
proposes an integrated methodology for achieving environmental compatibility in the
old town of Ras Al Khaimah, summarized in three main points: awareness-raising
among those concerned with conservation, decision-making based on comprehensive
site and compatibility information, and implementation involving planning, evaluation,
documentation, design, and restoration.
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