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Abstract

The study aims to identify the foundations and obstacles to marital
choice among blind people. The study relies on the anthropological
method with its tools, field work guide, and interviews with (20) blind
respondents.

The study found that the foundations and patterns of marital choice
among blind people do not differ from those among sighted people.
Whereas university education, government work, and the wife’s
religiosity are among the foundations of marital preference among
blind people and this is consistent with the personal style of marital
choice. As the study showed, some blind people who work in
government jobs (those who hold a primary school certificate or even
are illiterate) or who have an inheritance marry wives with a higher
level of education than them according to the family pattern in marital
choice, and this explains that the work or income of the blind people is
a kind of compensation for their loss of sight, and for their lower level
of education than their wives. In addition, blind people who do not
have a university qualification and do not work in government jobs are
subject to the decisions of their families regarding the marital choice
made by relatives, neighbors or acquaintances, or for the preservation
of inheritance.

The study showed that the obstacles to marital choice among blind
people are represented by stigma or negative attitudes towards visual
impairment. In order for blind people to avoid negative attitudes or
stigma towards visual impairment, those who have a university
education often resort to marrying wives of the same educational or
professional level who appreciate the issue of vision loss, while those
who do not have a university education resort to marrying relatives,
neighbors, and acquaintances, which explains the importance of family
choice in marriage. The study also indicated that the difficulty of
obtaining work represents one of the obstacles to the marital choice
of blind people, as there has been no government employment for
many years.

Keywords: Marital choice — Visual Impairment — Blind people.
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