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Jews and Egyptian Society in the Mamluk Sultanate Era: Between Folk Literature and
Historical Sources: The Biography of Al-Zahir Baybars as a Model
(A Study in Social and Cultural History)

Abstract

Employing a methodological approach that involves cross-examining
the data provided by various literary sources with their historical and
documentary counterparts« this study primarily focuses on highlighting the
social and cultural aspects of Jews in Egypt during the Mamluk Sultanate era.
It achieves this by examining the Arabic literary works« particularly the
biography of Al-Zahir Baybars< while also considering what is mentioned
about them in historical and documentary sources. Consequently« the study
presents a semi-comprehensive view of these groups - in light of the diverse
literary sources - that played a significant role in that crucial era of Egyptian
history. Considering that the paper aims to present a historical study of the
popular mental image of Jews through literary sources« it also works to
subject that material to scrutiny in light of other historical sources and
documents. How did the biography discuss the image of Jews and their
interactions in Egyptian society? And to what extent did religious beliefs¢
political positions« and economic conditions affect the shaping of the image
of the Jew in our society?

Keywords: Jews - Biography of Al-Zahir Baybars - Geniza - Mentalities -
Mamluks
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@1 Alexander Fodor, “The Use of Psalms in Jewish and Christian Arabic
Magic,” in Jubilee Volume of the Oriental Collection 1951-1976: Papers
Presented on the Occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Oriental
Collection of the Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, ed. Eva
Apor (Budapest: Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 1978),
67-71.
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@18 Eli Yassif, The Hebrew Folktale: History, Genre, Meaning, Indiana
University Press, Year: 2009, P. 144- 165.
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- Humphereys (R. Stephen): "Islamic History A Framework For Inquiry"” The
American University in Cairo - Press. Copyright 1991 by Princeton P. P.
266, 267.
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Counsel and Advice:" Intellectual and Cultural Exchange between Jews

and Muslims in the Later Middle Islamic Period, " PhD thesis (University
of Chicago: 2016), 5-6.
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Century Mediterranean Basin (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press,
2017).
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