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Article summary;

Most writers and researchers in the field of the history of Pharaonic law
repeat what was mentioned by the Greek travellers, especially Diodorus
of Sicily, and are certain of its validity until this has become a fact about
which no doubt arises.

In this article, we will discuss part of what Diodorus of Sicily said
regarding Pharaonic law requiring written pleadings and that the
Pharaonic judicial system did not know the idea of oral judicial pleadings
at all. The memorandums that were submitted to the court were prepared
and each opponent in the case was enabled to see what the other opponent
had presented, so that the judges would not be influenced by the good
logic, the soundness of the voice, the skill of diction, the form of
pleading, the tears that some opponents might shed in deception, and the
movements or signs that they might make that stirred emotions. In the
heart of the addressee and the listener.

After we discuss what was mentioned by Diodorus of Sicily and other
Greek writers, we review - according to historical documents - the extent
of the Pharaonic judicial system’s knowledge of the principle of oral
pleading. Let us see, will the consensus of researchers remain?! Not only
regarding written pleadings, but also regarding representation before the
courts in pleading.!!!
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Diodorus, Diodorus in Egypt, chaps. 75 and 76
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“ Then the high steward Rensi, the son of Meru, denounced this Nemtynakht
to the magistrates who were with him. Then they said to him: 'Surely it is a
peasant of his who has gone to someone else beside him. That is what they
do to peasants of theirs who go to others beside them. That is what they do.
Is there cause for punishing this Nemtynakht for a trifle of natron and a trifle
of salt? If he is ordered to replace it, he will replace it." Then the high steward

Rensi, the son of Meru, fell silent. He did not reply to these magistrates, nor

did he reply to this peasant.”
MIRIAM LICHTHEIM: Ancient Egyptian Literature, volume 1: The Old and
Middle kingdoms, London , 1975 .P. 171.
(I)Sandra Lippert, Law Courts, p.¥. _
(Z)N.J. VAN BLERK, THE MANIFESTATION OF JUSTICE IN ANCIENT
EGYPTIAN LAW, WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE TALE OF THE
ELOQUENT PEASANT, Journal for Semitics 19/2 (2010) pp. 584-598.
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- N.J. VAN BLERK, THE MANIFESTATION OF JUSTICE IN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN
LAW, WITH SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE TALE OF THE ELOQUENT
PEASANT, Journal for Semitics 19/2 (2010) pp. 584-598.
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(I)A.J. Van Loon: Law and order in Ancient Egypt, the Development of New
Kingdom until the Roman Dominate, MA-Thesis— Ancient History, Leiden
University, 2014,p.9.
MIRIAM LICHTHEIM: Ancient Egyptian Literature,volume 1: The Old and Middle
kingdoms, London, 1975, p.212.
WILLIAM KELLY SIMPSON, THE LITERATURE OF ANCIENT EGYPT AN
ANTHOLOGY OF STORIES, INSTRUCTIONS, STELAE, AUTOBIOGRAPHIES,
AND POETRY, Third Edition, YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS /| NEW HAVEN &
LONDON, 2003,p. 47.
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(2) Sandra Lippert, Law Court , p.".

Yvo



o)l e AeSae aliadl 4@ g ale)ll ea e ) gaa) B Ll g
e cad) o agiall aglsl (alasl Z aalds daSad)l Cala agalels osulla 3L
Lo (. el ) oay Ladly SLED sa aglis cagiall a5his slesY) Jia Jay agailiy Lisie
alel Auhll) Gadhyall o Oy aagy ASaall g 4iy Ghillly (Sall Jeldll miay
JiaSal)

Cailly Capet ) AeSadd) 8 Aald Eioal) A1l Ge) b dadlall daled el
AaSad) gt Cun g Ll AaSae 203 Gl e Al 5puY) jeme & i)l
ghill B Juadll agfhl oYYl small € WS cagedlly apadll (Bl A3l
(Y)-u'éw*‘d‘

SV i o e ag culS sl Al A sl clehayl dalall aclall calk
clela) Lals (Diales 25 culS Ladll ol dagall Clelal) guen ol M.kl
- Oigad) e

Slo adl Gand) a8 s ASadll Al Al 8 ALY Apla) o @l Ll LS
el gie duls caaall ol Jls o shall Sy oIS 4l V) Calas 25mg 220 (e a2l
iy llal) ) bl aaiy A8LED JladY) Lgins agide asSad) aaf ally o8 L (5Ll
UL ey olie) 35 adle agSadl) Dpiy dllal) Sa Gl ey calal Dzl g

- aal

Ll a geand) a8 dia plia aafy Lapsll) juae Bl Aeguga t ad) o s oliagy /3 (')
Ko a YooY 5all (I daghall §dl Aagd o —Js¥) sial) —dghgl @) as
D) Al jadag
Allam, Everyday lif in Ancient Egypte. P. 63.
b Lyl DBl LYY (o el cfjliaal) cal i) pLadl alUie : dlg s diaw sl )38 /a ()
finall ld
A.J. Van Loon : Law and order in Ancient Egypt , the Development of New
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University, 2014, p.16.
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