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Monitoring and interpreting the phenomenon of rural-urban amalgamations between
urban agglomerations and clusters
Case study: Damietta city in the Egyptian Delta region

Ahmed Mohamed, Ekramy Saber and Jihan Hassan
E-mail: ahmed.m.mahmoud@cu.edu.eg

ABSTRACT

In the light of the various events that the state has been going through in the recent
period in various fields and sectors, this has had different effects on urbanization, the most
important of which is the increase in the rate of erosion of the inter-urban areas, despite the
state’s reliance on the idea of preparing the urban estates for the communities as a
determinant of the area and directions of the future development boundaries of the urban
areas. The phenomenon of urban coalescence has occurred in Egyptian urban areas as a
result of the erosion of the interstitial lands between urban communities. Therefore, this
phenomenon requires knowledge of its different forms and the motives that cause the
different patterns of this phenomenon. Hence, the research aims to identify the most
important different patterns of the phenomenon of urban consolidation between
communities and explain those patterns, through studying the urban development of the
city of Damietta over different time periods from the beginning of the formation of the
original urban bloc of the city until the current situation of the urban bloc of the city of
Damietta, which is difficult to distinguish between it and the rural clusters. In order to
identify the different patterns of the phenomenon of urban consolidation through studying
the development of the urban growth of the city over different time periods, where at each
time stage the most important trends and drivers of urban growth of the clusters are
identified, then the different patterns of urban coalescing between the clusters are
identified and the most important causes of the emergence of each are identified.

Keywords: Intermediate lands, urban pattern, urban extension, urban governance, urban
containment, random growth, rural migration



