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ABSTRACT
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflicts

In the wake of the end of the Second World War, and the resulting
massive violations of the civilian population, the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 1949 came as a huge step in the protection of civilians

in armed conflicts.

However, international practice has revealed some short-
comings in providing legal protection to the civilians under the Fourth

Geneva Convention in light of the violations left by armed conflicts in
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which the provisions of this Convention failed to protect civilians, which
prompted the international community to approve the two Additional
Protocols of 1977 to provide more protection for civilians in armed

conflicts.

Despite the protection granted to civilians by the Geneva Conventions
and their Additional Protocols, the practical application of those
agreements was the main problem that characterized the last era, when
States did not respect their obligations properly, and civilians continued
to suffer in most armed conflicts. Finally, some recommendations were
suggested that would activate and develop the legal rules related to the

protection of civilians in armed conflicts.
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