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Gender issues in feminist interpretations of the stories of the
Holy Qur’an An critical study

Dr. Emad Hassan Marzouk

Assistant Professor of Islamic Studies

Faculty of Arts - Al - Menofia University

Abstract:

Feminist thought presented a set of new concepts, the most
important of which is the concept of gender, which from the
feminist perspective represents the cornerstone towards complete
equality of women with men, and what this entails in women
obtaining their rights, as it is possible through the concept of
gender to eliminate differences based on sex. Between men,
women, and homosexuals as well, as differences based in their
essence on social and cultural distinctions - and not as natural as
they may seem - formed through a long history of male
domination that led to the marginalization of women and the
deprivation of their rights.There are several feminist trends,
including feminism that rejects religion because its teachings and
rulings conflict - from the point of view of this trend - with what
feminist thought offers in terms of demanding gender rights and
women’s complete equality with men, as well as giving
transgender people their rights in society, and respecting their
sexual orientations based on their choice of their gender identity.
Even if they are different from the gender they were born
into.There is another feminist trend called Islamic feminism that
seeks the same demands demanded by feminism that rejects
religion. However, it does not believe that religion does not clash
with these demands. This trend seeks to remove the conflict
between feminist demands by reinterpreting the Holy Qur’an
from a feminist perspective so that The Holy Qur’an seems
compatible with the feminist vision of gender issues.

Both rejectionist and Islamic feminism have focused, in their
treatment of the Holy Qur’an - mostly - on the explicit places in the
Holy Qur’an that deal with women’s topics, such as verses on
marriage, inheritance, wardship, hijab, and so on, but at the same time
they have dealt - sometimes - with Qur’anic stories that seem, at first
glance, far from Gender issues, and through the interpretation of
stories, I tried to find a new, indirect door to discuss these issues. This
research provides a critical analysis of three gender issues: gender
equality, gender-based violence against women, and gender identity.
Through feminist interpretations of the stories of the Holy Qur’an.

Key Words
Feminism, gender , homosexuality, gender identity, Quranic stories.
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— Believing Women in Islam. Unreading Patriarchal
Interpretations of the Qur'an, Asma Barlas, university of
texas press, Astin,United States of America, 2002.

— Inside the gender Jihad . women's reform in Islam,

Amina Wadud, Oneworld, Oxford, 2006.
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