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Abstract:
Crusaders' methods of practicing psychological warfare
Modeling corpses

1096-1122 AD

The Crusades during the eleventh and twelfth centuries AD formed a clear
picture of the conflict that arose between the European West and the Islamic
East, a conflict for which military plans and formations were drawn up, and
during which the Crusaders practiced a war known as psychological warfare
in all its methods by spreading rumors and false news, or by Committing
brutal massacres and mutilating the bodies of the dead and cutting their
bellies, with the aim of spreading terror and panic among Muslims, and
influencing them psychologically, in preparation for defeating them and
imposing control over their country. This type of war was not easy, as it
claimed many lives, whether soldiers or ordinary Muslims. Defenders of their
lands.

In this research, | have tried to explain the concept of this war, its
objectives, and the role it played morally, especially during the period in
which the Crusader forces crossed to the East during the First Crusade in
1096 AD until the Crusaders established the emirates of Edessa, Antioch,
Tripoli, and Jerusalem in the countries of the Islamic East, especially what
was mentioned in the Latin sources. contemporary to this campaign.

What was reported when the Crusaders practiced this war by mutilating the
bodies of the dead with all kinds of beheadings, burning the body after killing
it, ripping open stomachs, digging up graves, or eating human flesh, was
something that called for the brutality and strangeness of committing such
practices, which is the matter. Which | set out to explain in this study, in an
attempt to know its motives, as well as its psychological and actual impact on
the Crusader and Islamic sides, the extent of the success of these methods or
not, and the position of the Islamic forces towards them.

Keywords: Crusades, corpses of the dead, exhuming graves, cannibalism,
psychological warfare - stomach-breaking.
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Vol. 55, No. 1 (March 2011), pp. 223-243.
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1098) le puy, Paris, 1910, pp.7ff; Chalandon (F.); Histoire de la premiere
Croisade (Paris, 1925), pp. 43ff.
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Conor Kostick, ‘Courage and Cowardice on the First Crusade, 1096—-1099’,
War in History 20 (2013),pp. 32-49; William M. Aird, ““Many Others,
Whose Names I Do Not Know, Fled With Them”: Norman Courage and
Cowardice on the First Crusade’, in Crusading and Pilgrimage in the Norman
World, eds. Paul Oldfield and Kathryn Hurlock (Woodbridge: Boydell,
2015),pp. 13-30.
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Felix Dahn Felicitas: A Tale of the German Migrations: A.D. 476, DigiCat,
2022, pp.1-133; Jordanes, THE ORIGIN AND DEEDS OF THE GOTHS,
Translated by Charles C. Mierow, Princeton University, 2004, p. 13.
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