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The turban ornament (sarpech) and its significance in light of
paintings of Indian Mughal school manuscripts and albums and
applied artifacts A comparative artistic archaeological study

Saleh Fathy Saleh Hussein
Assistant Professor of Islamic
Archeology - Faculty of Arts — Minia University

abstract
This research aims to establish and identify the turban ornament (sarpech)
and its significance in light of depictions of Indian Mughal manuscripts and
albums, as their names varied between(sarpech), (sarpes), (sarpenc), (jigha),
(kalghi), (Kilk), (jika), (jiga), (sorguch) During the reign of Humayun and
Akbar, it was influenced by Iranian turban ornaments, especially in the
Timurid and Safavid eras. Then it was influenced by European head
covering ornaments during the reigns of Jahangir and Shah Jahan because
of the European pictures that foreign ambassadors brought with them. The
sarpech was used as an ornament for the turban that atop the heads of the
princes and emperors of Mughal India, in addition to in addition, it was
used as a symbol of ownership, authority, and rule, as the Mughal princes
and emperors appeared holding it in their hands to express this. It was also
used as a symbol or badge of the transfer of power and the legitimacy of
rule, as the Mughal emperors appeared granting it to their legitimate heirs
from the sons of the Indian Mughal house. Wearing The turban ornament or
sarpech was an exclusive privilege limited to the emperor, his immediate
family, and members of his entourage. The turban ornament was also
among the gifts given by the Mughal emperors to their sons or princes of
their state, as well as to foreign ambassadors.
Key words
Turban ornament - sarpech - kalghi - Feather - Manuscripts - Albums
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N. (2021). Mughal Men’s
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Ornaments and their
Connection with
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PERENNIAL JOURNAL
OF HISTORY, A1), 1-16.
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Jid Boasai 1(87) Aagl
_\\Y‘\) oL daaa JJL\).\A:}“
G (OVEA VIS ATy
c:g.ljﬁ 3y gualt ‘Q\SJJLQ%“ 5280
VY AN Y a5
2 (sl Ao gana cdaisl) l8a
«aaiay (Edwin Binney 3rd)
B N
.(acc.n0.1990.376)
e A0 X VY, k)
;_)A.\.AAX\
Kavita Singh, “Congress
of Kings Notes on a
Painting of Muhammad
Shah Rangeela Having
Sex.” A Magic World
(2016): 44, fig.10.

e dglay Blaas el 350 gl Gy cadl LG she S i ik il des (£9) dag)

https://www.pinterest.cl/pin/569212840379750230/

.(sarpech)zu s
_‘).‘uan.“

(¥¥+)




YoV by * Vo sxll * disiwnll g Ul @

e ermet ACHNEN

san¥) il (e lgs dalee Agda o(OF) da gl
Ol Jha Sy el QL pa e
[T A e JgY) caailly F oaadll
YA
ad oy ol L 5SS e plaial) S‘SA
(02569 1S) ks 53
dadll
(1981). The Indian
Heritage, Court Life, and the
Indian  Heritage arts under
Mughal rule. Victoria and Albert
Museum, and the Herbert Press,
London.nl.11h.

Strong, R.

Fos s Aalee 4ds z(0)) Aa )
VY [V oL

Gl 5 ) K8 Cania dadal) (<6
IMLA7-) Jia ;a3 opaily
(1922 and 1.5.12569

: J.‘u.a.d\
Victoria, & Albert
Museum. (1952).
Masterpieces  in  the
Victoria & Albert

Miseim. HM  Stationerv

(JIGHA) b Adee Aida 1(0 1) Aa
Gl ol draye @Al e
Op goF tAalae 33le s el

@) VY o-\wog&:
(o £50) G al) o 19,7) gl Y

bl e )145\ Caate  cdadall O

s

: )Maﬂ

https.//www.metmuseum.org/
blogs/now-at-the-

met/2015/rites-of-passage-in-
the-indian-jewelry-tradition

gos s Adee Ada i(00) Al
ISTVISA PR

:uadll
Christies, Mughal Magnificence,
p.411, pl.280.

gox L Adee Ads

YA Y Al

1 dadll
Christies-Maharajas-Mughal-
Magnificence-June-19-2019-

auction-catalog-2, p.410, pl.279.

(0f) Ayl

a8 Jaall e al) cadll (e (Kalgi) delee Ads (OF) 4l

YNV 5

iM240-) dais &) s ol oyl L) S8 Coate cladall (lSe

(1923

ol Gl ) Vil Y

aadl

Michell, G., & Currim, M. (2007). The

majesty of Mughal decoration: The art

and architecture of Islamic India. (Mo
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Coomaraswamy, A. K. (1926). Catalogue of the Indian collections in the Museum of Fine Arts,
p.25.Boston. Museum of fine arts.

p.154. Akhtar, N. (2002). Islamic art of India. (No Title).-
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samy Sllally ).\;)J agally any ).\S\ bl Sy ey ddsug Geles dalac slac oday e ySilga any sl
cdena Al QU jse) e 308 WiilKey Wita (et coni€) 38 daleall a3 Al sl (gan) (el G Lag
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Parpia, S. A. (2018). Imperial Hunting Grounds a New Reading of.p.44.
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Bilal, M. A., & Khan, S. N. (2021). Mughal Men’s Head Ornaments with an Emphasize on
Turban Ornaments and their Connection with European Aigrette. PERENNIAL JOURNAL OF
HISTORY, 2(1), 1-16, p.2,5.
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Balabanlilar, L. (2020). The emperor Jahangir: Power and Kingship in Mughal India.
p.7.Bloomsbury Publishing.
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Hasson, R. (1987). Later Islamic Jewellery. p.15; Swarup, S. (1996). Mughal art: a study in
handicrafts. (No Title)., p.76.
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@l dla s (Arnold Lulls) st ol i ) 45 8 de sicadl) @lli 4088 Glala old age & ool )l Ala cails - Y
PR TR VA IR PP R iy AV S TR | PPrStTRpi N PR R n BN B S0 W IRPR YIS
p.415.Dye, J. M. (2001). The Arts of India: Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. (No Title).
18 - Beach, M. C., Koch, E., Thackston, W. M., & Arthur, M. (1997). King of the world: the
Padshahnama, an imperial Mughal manuscript from the Royal Library, Windsor Castle. (No
Title). p.52.
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Christies-Maharajas-Mughal-Magnificence-June-19-2019-auction-catalog-2, p.557.
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Gascoigne, B., & Gascoigne, C. (1971). The Great Moghuls. Vintage. p.128; Okada, A. (1992).
Imperial Mughal painters: Indian miniatures from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. (No
Title)., pp.46,47.
2l - Dye, The Arts of India, p.414, 415.

- Gommans, J. (2020). The Mughal Empire from Jahangir to Shah Jahan: Art, Architecture,
Politics, Law, and Literature, edited by Ebba Koch and Ali Anooshahr. Journal of Early Modern
History, 24(1), 106-109. p.138.
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Gulbransen, K. H. (2020). JahangirT portrait shast s: Material-discursive practices and visuality
at the Mughal court. postmedieval, 11, 68-79. p.76.
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Dye, The Arts of India, pp.414, 446.
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Beveridge, H. (Ed.). (1914). The Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, Or Memoirs of Jahangir. (Vol. 19). Royal
Asiatic Society.p.80; Cohen. S (2008), textiles, dress, and attire as depicted in albums, from the
book of, Muraqga imperial Mughal albums from the Chester Beatty library by Elaine wright,
Dublin, Alexandria, Virginia, p.190.
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Welch, S. C. (1987). The Emperors' Album: Images of Mughal India. Metropolitan Museum of
Art.p.292.
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41_ Dye, The Arts of India, p.446, p.414, 415; Swarup, Mughal art, p.78.
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Gommans, The Mughal Empire from Jahangir to Shah Jahan, pp.138, 241.
4 _ Gulbransen, Jahangiri portrait shast, p.74.
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Parodi, L. E., & Wannell, B. (2011). The Earliest Datable Mughal Painting: An Allegory of the
Celebrations for Akbar’s Circumcision at the Sacred Spring of Khwaja Seh Yaran near Kabul
(1546 AD)’. Asian art. com, 129-58. p.134.
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Parodi, The Earliest Datable Mughal Painting, p.150.
47 - Beach, M. C. (1987). Early Mughal Painting. Harvard University Press.p.22, pl.10.
48 - Welch, S. C. (1985). India: art and culture, 1300-1900. Metropolitan Museum of Art.pl.85;
Parodi, The Earliest Datable Mughal Painting, pl.1; Gonzalez, V. (2016). Aesthetic hybridity in
Mughal painting, 1526-1658. Routledge. p.161, pl.30.
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Beach, Early Mughal Painting, pp.21-23, fig.10; Parodi, The Earliest Datable Mughal Painting,
p.129, 150.fig.6,7.
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Bilal, Mughal Men’s Head Ornaments, p.3.
Vo2l il Ay ) Ll ) ellae 8 Was g (63555 A5 b eeaill 038 3 e sh Bases ¢ ST Bl & ks -
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Parodi, L. E. (2003, October). Humayun’s Sojourn at the Safavid Court (AD 1543-44)’.
Proceedings of the 5th Conference of the Societas Iranologica Europaea: Held in Ravenna (pp. 6—
11). p.141,143; Parodi, The Earliest Datable Mughal Painting, p.130.
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Binyon, L. Poems of Nizami (London, 1928). P1. XIl.pls.; Harthan, J. P. (1950). Book bindings.
(No Title).pl.6; Galloway, F. (2016). Court Paintings from Persia and India 1500-1900.
Francesca Galloway. pls.2, 3,11; Loukonine, V., & Ivanov, A. (2023). Persian Miniatures 120
illustrations. Parkstone International. pp.57,60,71,116,117,136,137,141; Parodi, The Earliest
Datable Mughal Painting, p.131; Rice, Y. (2014). Between the Brush and the Pen: On the
Intertwined Histories of Mughal Painting and Calligraphy. In Envisioning Islamic Art and
Architecture (pp. 148-174). Brill. p.168, Fig.8.12; Gonzalez, Aesthetic hybridity in Mughal
painting, p.159, pl.28.

Sl st o3 (e 3l g st At B aall (b plaall 3R gl elinal) A 1 el -
Komaroff, L., & Carboni, S. (Eds.). (2002). The legacy of Genghis Khan: courtly art and culture
in Western Asia, 1256-1353. Metropolitan Museum of Art.p107, fig.123; Loukonine, Persian
Miniatures, p.45.
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Brown, P. (1924). Indian Painting under the Mughals, AD 1550 to AD 1750. Clarendon Press.
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Blair, S. (2005). East meets west under the Mongols. The silk road journal, 3(2), 27-33. p.30;
Mitchell, L., & Melville, C. (2012). Every inch a king: comparative studies on kings and
kingship in the ancient and medieval worlds (Vol. 2). Brill., p.357, fig.5; Kadoi, Y. (2017). The
Mongols Enthroned. In The Diez Albums (pp. 243-275). Brill. fig. 9.11,9.12,9.14. (8 ¢ s
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Archer, W. G. (1952). Indian painting in the Punjab Hills: essays. (No Title).pl.24; Sims, V. P.
E. G, Sims, E., Marshak, B. I., Grube, E. J., & Boris Marshak, I. (2002). Peerless images:
Persian painting and its sources. Yale University Press.pl.18; Galloway, Court Paintings, pls.5,
6,31,32; Pal, P. (1993). Indian painting: a catalogue of the= =Los Angeles County Museum of
Art collection. (No Title).pl.99,103; Mintz, R. (2003). Intimate Worlds: Masterpieces of Indian
Painting from the Alvin O. Bellak Collection. Seattle Art Museum. p.105,128,163,174,
pls.38,59,60,67,73; Canby, L. A. M. B. S. (2009) Treasures of the Aga Khan Museum. p.138,
pl.96; Rice, Between the Brush and the Pen pp.168,169, figs.8.12,8.13; Loukonine, Persian
Miniatures pp.64,65,67,78,79,104,105,106,107,108,109,114,115.
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Lentz, T. W., & Lowry, G. D. (1989). Timur and the princely vision: Persian art and culture in
the fifteenth century. (No Title). p.243, 260, pl.136,146; Thackston Jr, W. M. (1993). Zahiruddin
Muhammad Babur Mirza, Baburnama. Chaghatay Turkish Text with Abdul-Rahim
Khankhanan’s Persian translation, 3. Vol. Il, p.339.
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Parodi, The Earliest Datable Mughal Painting, p.155.
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Stronge, S. (2002). Painting for the Mughal Emperor: The Art of the Book 1560-1660. (No
Title). pp.66,67, pl.44.
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Franke, P. (2011). Drinking from the Water of Life-Nizami, Khizr and the Symbolism of
Poetical Inspiration in Later Persianate Literature. A Key to the Treasure of the Hakim, 107.
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Bilal, Mughal Men’s Head Ornaments, p.3.
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Welch, India: art and culture, p153, pl.92; Seyller, J. (1990). Codicological aspects of the
Victoria and Albert Museum Akbarnama and their historical implications. Art Journal, 49(4),

379-387, p.382, fig.5.; Parpia, Imperial Hunting, p.177, fig.1
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Coomaraswamy, Catalogue of the Indian collections, pp.24,25.
7 - Eastman, A. C. (1956). Four Mughal Emperor Portraits in the City Art Museum of St. Louis.
Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 15(2), 65-92. p.78.
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Welch, India: art and culture, p.p.142,144,178, pls.83,85,110; Seyller, Codicological aspects,
p.384, fig.7; Parpia, Imperial Hunting, pp.45,53,181, figs.2,7; Parpia, S. (2018). Hunting ground,
agricultural land, and the forest: Sustainable interdependency in Mughal India 1526-1707.
Landscape History, 39(2), 23-42. p.27, pl.1; Parpia, S. (2019). The imperial Mughal hunt: a
pursuit of knowledge. 'llm, 39-58. p.50, fig.3.3;3.4; Galloway, Court Paintings, p.36, pl.14;
Donde, D. (2016). The Portrait Image of Emperor Akbar in the Akbar Nama and Beyond.
5,10
PP O Y Y (FY oY YY YA VY A Y ‘i&"_ab}l cdiglh ad4 L;A\_%)u‘j\ BJL'A;.“ Gl g cdana
sl aall A el de Jl sa ¢ [a) 10T iy Y] Dhill de B il ,Sles 8 &iles Sy Y
Jsity o) Jiall By | yeadll ) g 55 o5l S5 aadl 330a cndl | S 2ae @llia IS (aadl Lias) (IdGAH)
il Claal e Lery 555 at (allal) caadll (e adad calls ("o sutiall 2 all il 5 ,lalY) saile ("
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Brend, The Weighing of Khurram Mirza, p.357.
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%5 _ Gascoigne, The Great Moghuls, p.187; Begley, W. E. (1979). The myth of the Taj Mahal and
a new theory of its symbolic meaning. The Art Bulletin, 61(1), 7-37. p.12, pl.2.
106 _ Stronge, Painting for the Mughal Emperor, p.127, pl.93.
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Metropolitan Museum of Art.p.194, pl.55.
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22 _ Welch, The Emperors' Album, p.198.pl.58; Koch, E., & André Barraud, R. (2006). The
complete Taj Mahal and the riverfront gardens of Agra. (No Title). p.23.
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Company, Limited. p.194.
124 _Welch, The Emperors' Album, p.198; Chaudhary, P. (2015). A study of Mughal imperial
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126 _ | each, Mughal and other Indian paintings, (\VVol. 1I), p.416, fig. 3.32.
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Further evidence on a Mughal artist. Indian Art & Connoisseurship. Essays in Honour of
Douglas Barrett, edited by John Guy. New Delhi/Ahmedabad: Indira Gandhi National Centre for
the Arts/Mapin Publishing, pp. 320-341.; Beach, King= =of the world, pp.96, 201; Guy, J., &
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museum of art., p.89.
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Krishnadasa, R., & Kabir, H. (1955). Mughal miniatures. (No Title)., pl.8.
131 - von Habsburg, The St. Petersburg Muraqga, (Vol. 1), p.55, pl.21; Barnard, 1. (2014).
Around the galleries. p.74.
182 Koch, E. (1982). The influence of the Jesuit mission on symbolic representations of the
Mughal emperors. Islam in India, 14-29. fig.6.1.; DAS, S. A CRITICAL REVIEW OF
EUROPEAN FIGURES AND CHRISTIAN THEMES IN IMPERIAL MUGHAL PAINTINGS.
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Welch, S. C. (1963). The Art of Mughal India, pp. 102, 169; Beach, M. C., Welch, S. C., &
Lowry, G. D. (1978). The grand Mogul: imperial painting in India, 1600-1660. (No Title).
p.102; Pal, Indian painting, pp.270-272, pl.75.Pal, Indian painting, p.185,270-272, pls.24,75.
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National Historiography: Heroes and Villains in the History of the Republic of India. p.234,
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