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Abstract:

The research aims to study the relationship between family support
patterns (emotional support - informational support - interactive
support) and university youth's knowledge and practices to confront
electronic blackmail. The research sample consisted of (515) male and
female students from Alexandria University who were randomly
selected from the lists of students in different academic years. The
research tools included a general data form for the university student
and his family, a family support patterns questionnaire, and a
questionnaire on university youth's knowledge and practices to
confront electronic blackmail. The research followed the descriptive
analytical approach, and the data were classified and tabulated. The
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences program, version No. (20)
(Spss20) was used. The results showed a statistically significant
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positive correlation at a significance level of (0.01) between family
support patterns (informational support - emotional support -
interactive support) and the degree indicating each of the youth's
knowledge and practices to confront electronic blackmail. The results
also showed statistically significant differences at a significance level
of (0.01) in university youth’s knowledge of electronic blackmail
according to gender (male - female) in favor of females. It was found
that there were statistically significant differences in emotional support
as perceived by the research sample when facing electronic blackmail
according to gender in favor of females at a significance level of (0.01).
It was also clear that the majority of the research sample had a high
level of knowledge about electronic blackmail, and that their level of
practice in confronting it was high. As for their level of awareness of
emotional family support, it was medium, and their level of awareness
of informational family support was high and their level of awareness
of interactive family support was low. The research recommended the
necessity of raising awareness among families about the importance of
providing different types of family support to youth and clarifying its
role in preventing exposure to electronic blackmail and confronting it
through a proposed guidance program to develop the family's
awareness of the importance of family support and the methods that it
must follow to protect youth from exposure to electronic blackmail

Keywords: Family support - electronic blackmail - university youth.
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