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The role of personal and social determinants in choosing a

university student’s major

Abstract

The study aims to identify the role of personal and social determinants in choosing a
university student’s major (from the students’ point of view), and to identify the
extent of university students’ satisfaction with their choice of their university majors,
and the most important personal and social determinants influencing a student’s
choice of a university major. The researcher used the descriptive analytical approach
to sample A cluster random survey of (753) undergraduate students in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia was also used to collect data on a questionnaire form. One of the
most prominent results of the study is that the level of student satisfaction with their
choice of university majors was high, and there was agreement to some extent
among The individuals of the study focused on the personal determinants that
influence a student’s choice of university major, the most prominent of which are (the
suitability of the major to the personality type, as well as the suitability of the major
to the student’s inclinations and interests). As for the influential social determinants,
the most prominent of them were (choosing the major because of the unified
admission systems for universities, as well as choosing the major because it is
compatible with... Family values and culture). Finally, the study recommended the
necessity of holding open meetings and seminars with students to raise awareness
about how to choose a university major, activating the role of vocational guidance
and student counseling centers affiliated with the Ministry of Public and Higher
Education, and conducting a study that addresses the problems facing students in

choosing a university major.
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