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Apology Behavior as Parents Perceived
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Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to investigate the mediating role of marital conflict
resolution styles in relationship of parental empathy and children's apology behavior as
parants perceived. A sample consisted of (280) Husbands and wives who had children
in the early and middle childhood stages. The mean age of husbands was (39.51+5.23)
years while the mean age of wives was (37.73+5.32) years. Three scales were used:
Parental Empathy Scale, prepared by two researchers, Apology Behavior Scale,
prepared by two researchers, Marital Conflict Resolution Styles Scale, prepared by Aya
Mohamed (2019). By using path analysis, the results of the study revealed the existence
of of direct and indirect effects or pathways between the study variables. The husbands
results indicated that there is a direct positive effect of the parental cognitive and
emotional empathy on the children's apology behavior as parants perceived, while the
direct effects of conflict resolution styles (positive, avoidant, aggressive) were not
significant. it was found also that emotional empathy was the most important variables
that had an indirect impact on the children's apology behavior through marital conflict
resolution styles. The wives results revealed that there is a direct positive effect of the
cognitive empathy on the children's apology behavior as parents perceived while the
effect of the emotional empathy was not significant. It was also found that the
avoidance-withdrawal style has a direct significant effect. The study also indicated that
cognitive empathy was the most important variables that had an indirect impact on the
children's apology behavior through marital conflict resolution styles. In general, the
results indicated that marital conflict resolution styles partially mediate the relationship
between parental empathy and children's apology behavior as parents perceived among
husbands and wives.

Key words: Marital Conflict Resoluation Styles-Parental Empathy-Apology
Behavior
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