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Evaluating Economic Empowerment Policies for Persons with
Disabilities in Saudi Arabia
Along with
A Suggested Framework for the Promotion of the Pillars of
Economic Empowerment for Persons with Disabilities

Abstract

Several foreign economic studies, theoretical and practical,
focused their attention on the economic status of persons with
disabilities and their integration in the development process, in
non-Arab countries and regions. Arab economic studies and
analyses in this field have been relatively scarce. As such, the
objective of this study is to evaluate the conditions of economic
empowerment of persons with disabilities in Saudi Arabia, as per
the United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
In addition, it will study differentiation or segregation according
to gender between persons with disabilities in all pillars of
economic empowerment in Saudi Arabia. This research followed
the descriptive analytical methodology to study the conditions of
economic empowerment of persons with disabilities, through the
use of actual quantitative data, including the 2017 disability
survey published by the Saudi General Authority for Statistics and
information from the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) for the year 2016. The
study concluded that there are points of weakness in all pillars of
economic empowerment of persons with disabilities, especially
females, in Saudi Arabia. The study also proposed a framework
for the promotion of the pillars of economic empowerment for
persons with disabilities.

Keywords: Persons with disabilities, Saudi Arabia, Pillars of
economic empowerment, United Nation’s 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development
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