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Abstract:

The final phase of the second half of the third Hijri century and the beginning of
the fourth Hijri century witnessed great intellectual momentum and unique cultural
diversity in the Abbasid Caliphate. This stemmed from intellectual and cultural freedom,
and the policy of accommodating new ideas and visions that the Abbasid state adopted
towards its citizens. This resulted in a fertile scientific environment in which the Islamic
society participated, including Arabs, clients (mawali), and non-Arabs.

The Islamic society in the fourth Hijri century (tenth century CE) was radiating
with light, splendor, thought, and culture. During this period, the Ash'ari doctrine
emerged through Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Ismail ibn Salem ibn Abdullah ibn Musa ibn
Bilal ibn Abi Burda ibn Musa al-Ash‘ari (a descendant of the companion of the Prophet,
peace be upon him), after whom the Ash'ari sect is named. Historians differed regarding
Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari's birth and death dates; lIbn Asakir mentions that he was born in
260 AH and died in 330 AH, while Ibn Khallikan states that he was born in 270 AH and
died in 324 AH. This means he was born between 260-270 AH and died between 324-
330 AH.

Abu al-Hasan al-Ash'ari was born in Basra and later moved to Baghdad, where
he remained until his death. His father, Ismail ibn Ishag, was from the Ahl al-Sunnah
wa'l-Jama‘ah (Sunni) and was among the scholars of Hadith. When Ismail ibn Ishaq
died, he left his young son Ali in the care of Imam al-Saji, who was also from Ahl al-
Sunnah wa'l-Jama‘ah. However, after his father's death, his mother married Abu Ali al-
Jubba'i, who was one of the prominent figures of the Mu'tazilite school in the third Hijri
century (ninth century CE).
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